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FORWARD

Mrs. Barbara A. Tekerman -
Dear Miami Southridge Alumni:

First, | have to tell you that Mr. “T” was most proud to be the Principal of Miami Southridge.
He would have spenthis entire career there had not promotions meant more for retirement.
Not only was he proud in that way, but most proud of all the students who passed through
the school’s doors and their accomplishments. I need not mention that many traditions
established in those firstyears are still in place i.e. “red sox”, the motto: “Together We Build”,
and of course the title of “Spartans.”

[ have to say thatthe 10 years he spentat Southridge were the bestand happiestofhis career.
He was always eager to head to work each morning, greeting students on the steps of the
school as they departed buses, calling many by name, spending most of the day in the halls
greeting students, doing paper work after dismissal time and also attending evening
activities. Itmade for alongday. He especially enjoyed leading the cheers at the pep rallies
and even dressing in drag for Halloween. He brought the best teachers and futuristic
programs into the curriculum. It was not unusual for him to walk into a classroom, tell the
teacher to take a break, and take over the class.

Through those years, I, too, felt very much a part of Southridge, having helped prepare for
the opening,attending both social and athletic events, etc. and even filling in for Mr. “T” when
he had jury duty and [ wore his red sox to a basketball game for good luck!

It is my wish to thank all of you who sent prayers and messages during my recent struggle
with pancreatic cancer. They were very uplifting and I am blessed to share I am in remission.
Please continue to communicate with me on FaceBook, as I love hearing of your adventures
and successes. Miami Southridge will always have a special place in my heart.

My heartis filled with Spartan Spirit - Mrs. Barbara A. Tekerman - April 2018

Glenn, Tori, and Gregg Tekerman, the Kids -

To All Southridge Alumni - When you reflect back on your high school days at Miami
Southridge hold fast to the honor that you belonged to a very special family Mr. Tekerman
cherished in his heart forever... Each and every one of you were part of that amazing Spartan
Family; best defined by the times when people heard him boastabout “his kids” it was often
his Spartan kids. We were his children by birth, but when Southridge opened we quickly
learned to share the spotlight with our expanded family known as his “Spartan Family.” It
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was an interesting adventure for the three of us Tekerman kids, considering we were
students at a rival school, Miami Palmetto. But to our Dad, “family” was everything and
blending in with the Spartan Family became a way of life when your last name was
Tekerman.

Some of our best Southridge memories were watching our Dad beam with pride when he
heard a student shout... “Hey Mr. T, show us your Spartan Spirit” and he proudly stopped,
smiled big and lifted his pantleg to show off his Red Sox! This happened often during family
trips to the Cutler Ridge Mall and even once on our family vacation at Disney World! Thank
goodness our Mom kept a huge supply of red sox on hand. We hope you smile with pride to
know that even when Mr. T entered heaven, he was dressed sporting his Spartan Spirit...
complete with black shirt, silver grey suit, red, black & silver tie and his RED SOX! He loved
his Spartans; you each touched his life in so many special ways and made him very proud.
You’'ll never had to doubt whether you made a difference in life, because you all did to Mr. T!
Your accomplishments as a school, teammates and individuals made him proud of his
Spartan family and more importantly made his life truly complete.

May your Spartan Spirit live on forever... Glenn, Tori and Gregg Tekerman - April 2018

1979 Southridge Graduation - Tekerman Family (Tori, Glenn, Barbara, Joseph and Gregg)



Larry Kellogg, Activities Director -
To My Southridge Spartan Family,

“The only thing we have in common is that none of us thought we'd be here.” Those were the
words Mr. Tekerman said at each student orientation and assembly during Southridge's first
year of operation. He told us, “we would develop new traditions that would serve all Spartans
- both now and in the future.”

Spartans, we did just that! With the enthusiastic assistance of our student government, the
leadership of both class and club officers and the student body at large, we built traditions
that still remain today. The fine arts department, which included band, chorus, orchestra,
drama and visual arts brought acclaim to our school. Our athletic programs raised the
competitive bar throughout the school district. Likewise, the academic prowess exhibited by
our students resulted in US Academy appointments, National Merit Finalists, and Silver
Knight Award recipients.

Southridge was not just a school. It was a family of caring, passionate individuals who came
together for the common good of our students, parents and community. Our “Spartan Spirit”
was notjust a concept, but a driving force that shaped the entire student body.

Today, the” Spartan Spirit” lives in our alumni, parents and community members. For me,
personally and professionally, there was nothing more challenging than opening Miami
Southridge. And I will always be grateful for the opportunity that Mr. Tekerman gave me.

Blessings to all our Spartans - past, presentand future.
Together We Build.

Larry Kellogg
2018
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Cashie Hamilton McCray, 15t Student Council President 1976 -1977
Dear Southridge Alumni,

It is indeed an honor to address you at our 40th year class reunion. As your first student
council president (1977 for the early graduates), it was exciting to help form our legacy as
this first graduating classes from Southridge Senior High School (1977-1978).

We had the great opportunity to vote in our school colors, and mascot that still reign today.
We even had contest for the alma mater. We earned the reputation as the newest school in
Dade County, where students from three schools came together, South Dade, Palmetto and
Killian to form the “Ridge.” Led by the dynamic principal, Joseph T. Tekerman, we
accomplished some tremendous feats those first two years.

[ can remember our beloved principal, Mr. Tekerman, greeting all students each day as we
entered the school. That made me feel safe and wanted at the school. Yes, he wore those
RED socks daily! Do you still have yours?

Our wonderful Activities Director, Larry Kellogg, was instrumental in making sure we
continued to participate with the neighboring schoolsand that our studentbody government
constitution was established. Remember when the Spartan logo was prominently displayed
on the back wall that you could see it from the turnpike? That really boosted our school
spirit!

Forty years is a long time, and fellow Spartans, I'm so glad we are still here. As we continue
our journey, [ wish you continued success in life and good health. Together We Build.

Red, black and silver forever!
Cashie Hamilton McCray -2018

Tamy Cline - 1st Sr. Class President 1977-1978

The honor of serving as Sr. Class President is a memory I will always remember.1 was also
honored being the 1st Cheerleading Captain and being a part of the original Spartan Singers.
I remember being at the Football games, on the field, in my cheerleading uniform and
sneaking over to the group of Spartan Singers standing there, to sing our Alma Mater before
the game started. Southridge gave those of us coming from other schools, the opportunity to
be a part of something new, something big! We were literally molding our own traditions
and melting students from 3 rival schools together to forma bond that haslasted for decades.
All of this would not have happened if it were not for the dedicated staff that was hired.
Educators with visions, inspiring thoughts and hearts so big that they cared enough to fight
for making a legacy to be proud of. Many of them remained years after the 1st graduating
students moved on. With our 40th yr. reunion in July, 2018, [ am forever grateful for being a
part of making traditions that we started to become Spartans, a feeling of family that bonded
us from a single event that touched so many lives and for the friendships formed that have
lasted a lifetime. All hail thee Mighty Spartans! Thank you, Mike Alter, for your big heart,
your time and efforts, and for allowing me to be part of such a greatlegacy.
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Elisha Powell, - Sr. Class President, 1978-1979

Miami Southridge Senior High
Letter to Class of 1979

As members of the class of 1979 at Miami Southridge Senior High School we occupy a unique
place in the history of Southridge Senior High, and the Dade County School System. We were the
first full graduating class that spent all 3 years at Southridge. We were responsible for
establishing much of the success and traditions that followed for decades to come. At the time,
we had no idea of the weight we carried or impact we would have. I, like most of you, was just
trying to get through the first day of high school. I remember walking into Southridge with more
than just a little trepidation. It was an imposing new building with no visible windows; much
larger than Cutler Ridge Junior High with many, many more students. As we all walked through
the front doors, there was a friendly face who to many of us bore a resemblance to Fred
Flintstone. He was engaging and charismatic; it was only later we realized that was our principal;
Mr. Joseph T. Tekerman.

We have to remember; we weren’t supposed to be successful as a class or high school or in life.
We were Ridge Rats. We were from the wrong side of US 1. We were from Goulds. We weren't
good enough or rich enough or smart enough. We didn’'t all look alike. We spoke Spanish or
Haitian or another language to our parents at home. Some of my high school friends didn’t have
parents and some didn’t have homes. The world and odds were stacked against us.

We did have each other and we did have Mr. T. We did have the most outstanding and most
passionate teachers, coaches, activities director, and administrative staff in very possibly the
State of Florida. We were supposed to end up like American High School; our twin in Northern
Dade County (which had a similar demographic and diversity). American was rocked by racial
tension and closed numerous times due to safety concerns in its first few years of existence.

Miami Southridge and the Class of 1979 was different. We had grown up together. I spent over
6 years playing Pop Warner football at Eureka Park, across US 1 from where I lived and a world
away from Cutler Ridge and Whispering Pines. | was one of the few Caucasians on the team. I
had grown up with many of you. I played baseball with many of my Latin friends for 8 years. |
do think the roots and friendships we forged not only on the playing fields in the numerous youth
sports organizations throughout our communities, but also in truly integrated Junior High
Schools, were key to avoiding the tensions present elsewhere in Dade County.

However, the glue was Mr. T, our teachers, our coaches, Larry Kellogg and too many others I am
not mentioning. Looking back at over 40 years ago, we had won the lottery but didn’t know it as
we walked into Southridge our first day of High School. We owe much to each other and to the
entire team at Southridge (and to the classes of 1978 and 1980 who were our close friends and
key to the successes at Southridge). We will never forget Mr. and Mrs. Tekerman and owe them
more than we can ever express. We will always remember what we presented to Mr. T at
graduation, a plaque saying “Together We Built”. Thank you for being my friends and allowing
me to be part of the first full graduating class of Miami Southridge High School; the Class of 1979!
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Anne Artmeier Balduzzi - 15t Sr. Class Vice-President, 1977-1978
Dear Fellow Spartan Alumni,

It's hard to believe over 40 years have passed since we took our first steps up the concrete
steps into what was once the most modern school structure in the region. Every day from
that point forward was a first. We were the first students to sit at new desks, open new
lockers, read from new books, and witness our teachers make the first marks on classroom
wall boards. Aside from our new surroundings, we benefited most from many new and
diverse friendships.

At Southridge, there was an activity for every interest and many students juggled several. |
recall watching football players involved in chorus and thespians involved in student
government. There was never room for boredom and class/activity field trips not only
extended around the state, some students traveled around the world. Plus, we had some of
the region’s best athletes, musicians, dancers, actors, and academics to keep us engaged,
entertained, and inspired.

Southridge also attracted the best and brightest teachers and staff. They opened our minds
to new ways of learning as we opened their minds to the latest trends in clothing, music, and
dance. When they weren’t nurturing our individual talents, they were instilling a school of
common pride. And, at the end of the day, it was their sense of humor that made going to
class cooland gave us all common ground. To this day, if | hear that perfect pitch laugh I think
of Mr. Kellogg or see a pair of red sox [ think of Mr. Tekerman.

After walking across the stage at graduation we all took separate paths in life, but each one
of us still carries a living time capsule of high school memories and moments that have
shaped ourlives. So, take time now to reconnectwith old friends, rekindle the past, and show
the generations behind us that Spartan Spirit lives on.

Liz Sanchez - First Sr. Class Treasurer, 1977-1978; 1st Class Valedictorian 1978

Blink. I open my eyes and 40 years have passed since I addressed a spectacular group of
individuals -the Southridge Spartans. With you, Southridge Spartans, I shared some of the
most life-changing moments of my entire life.

Forty years ago, when I addressed you, I was exhilarated with anticipation of the unknown
future that awaited us. [ had a very strong feeling it would be a very positive future for most
of us because our experiences at Southridge had setall the factors in motion for our success.
Each of us strengthened by the special bonds we developed while creating our new school
from scratch. We had learned a skill set few others may ever experience in a lifetime -
starting a new institution that we built fromits foundation. We were empowered by knowing
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that where there is passion, focus, and belief, anything is possible. Mostimportantly, we left
those corridors with deep pride knowing what we had accomplished.

Malcom Gladwell, one of my favorite authors writes:

“The tipping point is that magic moment when an idea, trend, or social behavior crosses a
threshold, tips, and spreads like wildfire.”

— Malcolm Gladwell, The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference “.

During our two years together at this magnificent new institution of learning, a truly unique
combination of energies was setinto motion, that of our administrators, our faculty, and our
students, hungry to succeed, hungry to call a school their own. This unique combination led
us to magnificent successes in academia, sports, music, and the arts. Students from humble
backgrounds and otherwise lost in the masses became the superstars they were intended to
be...our joint energies spread like wildfire within us...and manifested in our successes.

This force has propelled me and continues to do so. However, sadly, that force we left forty
years ago has lost its strength at Southridge today. The wildfire of pride and energy has
doused. A new tipping point awaits us...a call to action ignited by Mike Alter and his amazing
labor of love, his new book about Southridge and its founding Spartans. As flowers need
watering, as structures need maintenance, institutions need to be fed with the inspiration
and energies of its predecessors. We were a unique group, it is true.... but we need to help
that beautiful institution we formed come to life so others can feel the pride and
empowerment we felt when we left the corridors of our Southridge.

Thank you, Mike Alter, for bringing the Southridge Spartans together, thank you for your
amazing labor of love in your new book. Your book will help inspire other Spartans, other
students of new schools, and those who believe tasks are impossible. Let's engage and be an
inspiration to our new generation of Spartans...a new generation of students. Long live the
Spartan Spirit! Blink...the future is ours....

Blink... the future is theirs....

Stella Paganello, Student Government VP, 1978-1979
My fondest memories of Southridge Senior High School - 1976 -1979

[ attended Southridge from 1976 through 1979. As a member of the “Class of ‘79” [ was part
of the first graduating class that attended all three years atthe new high school in Richmond
Heights. 1 knew many students who attended Cutler Ridge Junior High School with me butI
remember being surprised at how much larger and diverse this new school was. My
apprehension quickly faded as I met my new teachers who were a highly engaged staff of
educators enthusiastically led by Principal Joseph Tekerman - affectionately known as “Mr.
T”. We were also very fortunate to have our exceptionally talented and dedicated Student
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Activities Director Larry Kellogg. Larry had a way of discerning our talents and made each
of us feel special. | am forever grateful for his support then and now, as Larry has remained
a mentor and steadfast friend to me.

[ enjoyed learning in this fast-paced energetic environment and the years quickly flew by in
a blur of homework, tests, football games, school dances and friendship. It is great to be
together again almost forty years later. I made many good friends at Southridge and [ am so
happy to be reunited with so many ofthem at this Class Reunion. A big thank youto everyone
who made this reunion possible.

Jose McCray, Student Government Treasurer, 1977-1978
Dear Class of "78",

As you know, class reunions are generally a time of great celebration and revival. I am
convinced this 40th reunion of the Miami Southridge Senior High SchoolSenior Class of "78",
the founding class, will be no different. I'm sure this event will be a grand opportunity to get
together with friends, get reacquainted with classmates, reminisce about our high school
years and get caught up on all that is new in our lives.

However, | am most excited about the revival. The renewed attention and interest in all that
defines the school and it's legacy. From a thoughtful, methodical principal down to
outstanding committed staff providing guidance and a creative atmosphereripe for learning.
[ will never forgetthe 3 a day football practices, the precision of performing at State Choral
competition and the unforgettable presentation of "Fall Frolics". It was these well rounded
extra-curricular activities that added to the excitement.

Many years have passed and many of those that started this journey with us, have passed on.
Yet the attitude instilled in us from the experience lingers on. Together We Build, is now a
reality. [ salute you all and wish each of you the very best in your life's journey!

David Ginter, Sr. Class VP President, 1978-1979
Class 0f1979

The class of '79 was the first group of Spartans to graduate having attended Southridge for
all three years. Looking back, you realize how fortunate we were to attend a brand new high
school. Everything was new; classrooms, bathrooms, cafeteria and locker rooms. All the
teachers and staff were eager to start fresh and implement new ideas and activities. It was
an honor to be part of setting the traditions that still last to this day. One thing that stands
out to me is how well us "Ridge-rats" all gotalong in such a diverse school. I now realize that
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the faculty was very intentional aboutcreating an environmentso we all felt comfortable and
included.

It is amazing that we all survived with no internet, cell phones or cable TV. We even drank
water from the kitchen sink, Oh My! The music at that time was really cool. I have vivid
memories of driving to school listening to my collection of eight tracks over and over.
Fashion was not so cool as I recall. Will clogs for men ever make a comeback? I hope not.

Mr. Tekerman was the best! We all can recall him greeting us in the morning in the hallway
on our way to class. He knew everyone by their first name. We miss you Mr. T. My fondest
memory was the wrestling team beating Palmetto High, the defending state champs, in our
first year with no seniors. It came down to the final match and heavyweight, Jorge Navarro,
needed to pin his opponent for us to win. He did it. Good thing there was no Google around
to check if my memory is accurate. Hard to believe that all this time has passed by. Hail to
the Spartans!

Alex Morales, 1st Student to Assistant Principal at the Ridge

FROM STUDENT TO ADMNISTRATOR ~ ONE SPARTAN’S JOURNEY

In my lastyear of Junior High School, we were told that there was a new High School opening
and that, more than likely, we would be attending there when it opened in 1976. My first
year of High School I attended Palmetto Senior High along with many of my Junior High
School friends. We talked about what it was going to be like at the new school across US1.
We did not know many kids from that side of the highway and wondered with whom we
would be sharing classrooms. We came to Southridge as 11th graders and were only here for
the remaining 2 years of our High School careers. While I was proud to be a Spartan back
then I am even more proud to be back as an administrator/educational leader. I was amazed
by the resilience of the staff here at school and even had the opportunity to work with one of
my teachers from 77-78. There were and still are so many Spartan Alumni working here that
carry on the Spartan Pride THAT While I may be the oldest Spartan in the building I have
been infused with more Spartan Pride than I ever broughtto Southridge. I continue to serve
the studentbody, staff and faculty (The Spartan Empire) with heartfelt pride. It is true what
we say:” ONCE A SPARTAN...ALWAYS A SPARTAN.”
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PREFACE

In front of you is MIAMI SOUTHRIDGE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 1976-1979: A HISTORY. This
work contains a healthy history of the birth of the Ridge and focus on the initial three years
of the school. The necessity of this record is obvious. With the passage of time, many of those
who planned and coordinated the early years of the Ridge have left us and those still with us
have memories that are far less certain. Someone once said, “The weakest ink is better than
the strongest memory.”

Why was this book written? This volume will be especially useful and potentially
meaningful to several groups.

First, there are the students of the first three years. They [You] established the
traditions of the Ridge. It is hoped that the material in this book will bring back good
memories, generate many smiles and perhaps foster a few tears. You really had
something special..Another rationale is to provide information about some aspects
of the school that you did not know. And, remember, Once a Spartan, Always a
Spartan!

Second, there are the students from 1980 to yesterday. Per haps this bookwill provide
insights into how various traditions at the Ridge came about; identify whom were the
innovators [perhaps your mom, dad, cousin, aunt, uncle]; and explain the purpose of
those innovations. TOGETHER WE BUILD.

Third, there are the students whom reading this work are currently attending the
Ridge. It is hoped that this reading may assist the students (and administrators and
the staff) appreciate and buy into the rich traditions established during the Ridge’s
founding years and facilitate the development of school pride. WE ARE SPARTANS!

Fourth, perhaps this work can serve as a template and guide for future new schools.
As members of the future administration, instructional staff, and student body reads
this work, they may have a smoother and more successful outcome in their desired
goals. You cannotbe the Ridge; however, you must be true to yourself...

Now, an apology. It was impossible to provide a written word about or a photo of
every student, every sport, every activity (clubs or organizations), or every academic
discipline. Hence it is possible that you, your friends, a variety ofactivities, or a hostofevents
were not covered in this work. It has been said that “to err is human and to forgive, divine”
(Alexander Pope). So here is your opportunity to be divine like.
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THE RIDGE’S ALMA MATER
)

MIAMI SOUTHRIDGE ALMA MATER

o - All hatl thee Mighty Spartans.
SO“ hrl Together we will stand;
‘ We shaw owr pride and spirit,

Far all throughout the land.
With hopes to last forever
as many years go by;

We'll be forever faithful

Al hrail 1o Southridge High.

A RIDGE BUMPER STICKER
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THE RIDGE’S SCHOOL SONGS

Victors (Miami Southridge Fight Song)

HAIL TO THE SPARTANS VALIANT
HAIL TO THE CONQUERING HEROES
HaIL, HAIL, TO SOUTHRIDGE HIGH

THE LEADER AND BEST

(YELL --- GO SOUTHRIDGE)

HAIL TO THE SPARTANS VALIANT
HAIL TO THE CONQUERING HEROES
HAIL, HAIL, TO SOUTHRIDGE HIGH

FOR VICTORY IS OUR QUEST

HOORAH FOR SOUTHRIDGE

HOORAH FOR SOUTHRIDGE — HOORAH FOR SOUTHRIDGE
SOMEONE’S IN THE STANDS YELLING HOORAH FOR SOUTHRIDGE
1-2-3-4, WHO WE GONNA YELL FOR,

SOUTHRIDGE - THAT’S Us!
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THE #1 and FOUNDING SPARTAN
MR. JOSEPH T. TEKERMAN
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Mr. T. with his Soul Mate, Barbara

Faculty Spirit Day
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Joseph T. Tekerman
Principal - Miami Southridge

1977 - 1987
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IN MEMORY of ALL DEPARTED SPARTANS
THE PAIN of TIME (Dick Bolles)

We occupy our time, say we,
with the passage of time,
while we keep time,
or mark time,
and try notto be behind the times;
still we find ourselves taking our time,
or wasting time,
or even killing time.
So it is no surprise that
time after time,
we run out of time,
and regret we didn'thave more time.
We learn then, over time,
to try to make time,
by using time-saving devices,
or shortcuts that help us to make excellent time,
so that if things work out, we can end up being on time,
Or even ahead of time
Most of the time.
And when we have time on our hands,
we have a pastime
Wherein we try to have a good time,
even a grand time,
or perhaps the time of our life.

But, as it has been

since time immemorial,

we find ourselves at various times
looking back, and mourning
the passage of time,
remembering when times were better;

and telling people

how it was in our time,

when we enjoyed life
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times without number,
even though we did suffer for quite some time
when it seemed that truly the time was out of joint.
Strange things happened to us
at the right time
or the wrong time,
for a short time,
or a long time,
or for some time,
even considerable time.
We tell these stories time and again,
And you know we'll keep telling them
in the time to come -
so long as it is not yet our time.

Yes, but that day will come
when our time is up,
and we are out of time.
Then to whatever realm our souls will go,
We will at last achieve our dream
To be beyond the bounds of time
Or, as we putit,
Timeless.
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Part I: Conception, Construction and...

THE INITIAL CONCEPTION of a SCHOOL
[Michael Alter; The Oracle, Issue 1, pg. 5; The Miami Herald]

In June 1957, the school board purchased land in southern Dade County that would

eventually house the Ridge. The purchase price was $206,680. Significantly, a junior college

was originally proposed at the time of purchase, butit was later relocated.

And now, something that is absolutely wonderful and amazing. Barbara Tekerman

recounted the following event. And, yes, this is really true:

In the Spring of 1960, with two toddlers in tow and another on the way, we decided
to pursue purchasing a home with Joe’s VA benefits. We headed South where much
new construction was underway to view some of the model homes. One of our
ventures was in an area called South Miami Heights, right off of U.S. #1 and adjacent
to a shopping mall.

We liked what we had seen in the models, but went on to peruse the entire area
before making a final decision. As we walked around the area, [ spied a sign on a
large open area which read “Future Sight of Senior High School.” Immediately I
reacted and said to Joe: “Wouldn't it be great if you got ajob to teach there if we
decide to purchase a home here?”

Well, I think you know the answer to that. Notonly did we purchase a home in

South Miami Heights, butJoe went on to be the first principal of that very high
school. Ultimately named Miami Southridge Senior High.

According to an article in the first issue of The Oracle, “As late as 1972, the site was

eyed as containing two or three schools. It was later designated as a senior high.” By

September of 1972, a bid to construct the actual building was awarded by the board. The

school was originally designated to be named South Miami Heights Senior High.

The Miami Herald (July 9, 1973 pg. 1B and 3B) reported that Dade school officials

planned to start construction on three new high schools and six new junior high schools in

the coming new year. The nine schools were estimated to cost approximately $60 million.

About $42 million of that total would come from a share of the new state bond issue

approved by Florida voters in November of 1972 [on line].

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF

COLLEGE DISTRICT, FLORIDA, REQUESTING THEISSUANCE BY THE STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF FLORIDA OF $ CAPITAL OUTLAY BONDS FOR
AND ON BEHALF OF SUCH BOARD FOR THE PURPOSE HEREINAFTER STATED.
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Article XII, Section 9, Subsection (d) of
the Florida Constitution of 1968, approved at the general election of November 1968, as
amended at the general elections of November,1972 and November 1992 (herein
collectively referred to as "School Capital Outlay Amendment"), the State Board of
Education of Florida is authorized to issue bonds payable solely as to both principal and
interest from the funds provided for in said School Capital Outlay Amendment for the
purpose of financing capital outlay projects for school purposes in the manner provided
therein upon the application of the School Board of any School District and of the Board

of Trustees of any Florida College District in the State of Florida; and...

The school, tentatively named South Miami Heights Senior High was to be located at
SW 114th Avenue and SW 197th Terrace, Miami, Florida and it was planned to be a

comprehensive high school.

THE NEED for THE RIDGE [Michael Alter, The Miami Herald]

The Ridge was built as an overcrowding reliever school for Miami Palmetto Senior, Miami
Killian Senior, and South Dade Senior. In 1975, the years before the Ridge opened, Palmetto
Senior was on double shift. The last shift ended at 5:15 p.m. That school was built in 1958
was severely overcrowded with over 4,000 students. Similarly, Killian Senior and South Dade

Senior had over 3,600 students and they too were on a double shift.



THE RIDGE’S FEEDER PATTERN [Michael Alter]

When the Ridge opened it had numerous schools that served as its feeder pattern. Today,

several of these schools* have been re-named:

Cutler Ridge Elementary
Jack Gordon Elementary
Goulds Elementary
Gulfstream Elementary
Miami Heights Elementary
Pine Lake Elementary
South Miami Heights Elementary
Dr. Edward Whigham Elementary
Whispering Pines Elementary
Centennial Junior*

Cutler Ridge Junior*

Mays Junior*
Richmond Heights Junior
Pine Villa Elementary
Caribbean Elementary

CONSTRUCTION [Blueprints; The Oracle, Issue 1, pg. 5, Wikipedia]

The board hired Theodore Gottfried as the school’s architect. McGlinchy and Fundt were
appointed as the school’s electrical engineers. Cosentino & Webb were the school’s Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers. The building was originally planned to cost $9.62 million. In
addition, furnishing the school approximated $1.6 million. Thus, the total costof the project
approximated $11.4 million.

Two other high schools, both opening in 1971 were built with almost the identical
blue prints as the Ridge: North Miami Beach Senior and South Miami Senior. These schools
too, were built to deal with overcrowding. There were approximately fifty modifications

from those original plans.
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PROBLEMS with the CONTRACTOR and BUILDING ISSUES
[Larry Kellogg]

There were several building issues thatimpacted the school. The Ridge was the third of three
schools that was essentially constructed under the same blueprints: North Miami Beach
Senior, South Miami Senior and Southridge. In the Wikipedia article on NMB it pointed out:
“NMB High Schoolwas a pioneerin school construction, being the first high schoolin Dade to
be built with no windows, and was, therefore, completely air-conditioned.” Of course, the
lack of windows creates a problem: what happens when the AC is not working? And, as
students from the first class up until today fully know, the AC will go down. Most often the
problemis with the chillers. Teacherssoonlearned to bring fans to their classrooms. Another
attempt to alleviate the heat and lack of air circulation was the acquisition of several large
fans: 10’ by 10’ that were situated in strategic locations. Another option to open four
windows located at the end of the hallways: 1) next the Art Department; 2) next to the AV
department (280-290s); 3) next to the Home Economics area next to the stairwell and 4)
nextto the math area (200s) next to the stairwell.

A problem that exists until this day is the inadequate size and seating capacity of the
auditorium. It must beremembered that our band and chorus had a combined total over 400
students. Therefore, performances had to be in gymnasium. The gymnasium was originally
designed as a gymnatorium. It would be here, that the architect envisioned performances
would be performed. However, this idea was not practical. First, the gym was built with
electronic moving bleachers. Unfortunately, they were often broken. Second, the stage area
in the gym was separated fromthe other set of bleachers by the width of the basketball court

This distance made the performance less than optimal for the audience.



CONSTRUCTION WORK on the EXTERIOR

CONSTRUCTION WORK on the INTERIOR



ORGANIZATION of the BUILDING [Michael Alter]

One major task of the administration was to decide where respective departments and
members of the staff would be located. It was decided that the third floor would be
reserved primarily to the Science department. The first and second floors were generally

divided into departmental areas:

Rooms210-216: Math

Rooms 222-224: Art

Room 225: The Little Theatre / Drama
Rooms 230-245C: Social Studies
Rooms 246-257: Language Arts

Room 260: Library [Media Center]
Rooms 261-269: Special Ed.

Rooms 267-271: Media [TV Productions]
Rooms 280-284: Foreign Language
Rooms 290-292: Home Economics
Rooms 301-323: Science

Rooms 115-120: Student Services
Rooms 131-139: Music

Rooms 171-178: Industrial Arts
Rooms 181-192: Business Education

Portable 101-108: JROTC, Work Experience, and Athletic Training.



The floor plans below showthe Ridge in 2018. Notable are two additions (wings) to the front
of the school and building 5 located in the back of the school.

The advantage of assigning the staff by department was multi-faceted: to enhance
communication, to increase camaraderie within the department, and to facilitate coverage if

a teacher could not be in his/her classroom.







THE MIAMI SOUTHRIDGE PARK
[Michael Alter, The Oracle, Issue 1, pg. 3; Miami News Times, June 29, 2000]

The Miami Southridge Park was still under construction when the Ridge opened. It was
designed to “serve as a place for school functions and community recreation”. The Oracle

reported:

The park will cost an estimated one-half million dollars. It will feature three lighted
baseball fields - located on schoolgrounds - a basketball court, six light tennis courts,
a playground, a recreation center and other fun facilities. It will cover 16 acres

extending from the Florida turnpike to the rear of the school.

The park will not have a pool because of insufficient funds. Proposals for the pool will
not be met for five to ten years, but a space will be left available for future

construction.

After almost twenty-five years since the Ridge had opened the parkhad notbeen
constructed. Adding insult to the situation, the Miami New Times reported “In the
aftermath of the storm [Hurricane Andrew], county voters passed another bond issue,
setting aside a million dollars for a parkand another million for a 3000-seat football and

soccer stadium. The county commissioned architects. A time line was established. The
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athletic facility would be finished no later than 1997.” Three years later the deadline
passed and there was still nothing. Consequently, Sam Burley the head girls track coach
and Bob Burnside, the Athletic Director worked to get the park completed. Despite their
efforts, they could notreceive any publicity for the cause.

One day, Michael Alter, an original teacher at the school and a member of the
school’s EESAC committee spoke to Coach Burley. Sam expressed his frustration over the
situation. Alter asked if it would be permissible to write several letters in support of the
Park. Sam gave his blessing. On June 16, 2000, Alter wrote to the local media. Only one

responded: New Times Newspaper.

19355 SW 114th Ave
Miami, FL 33157
June 16, 2000

Editorial

New Times Newspaper Of Florida

2800 Biscayne Blvd.

Miami, FL 33137

My name is Michael J. Alter. [ have been a resident of Miami-Dade County for the past 47 years. For
the past 26 yearsI have also taught in the Miami-Dade County Public School System. In 1976, I started
teaching at Miami Southridge Sr. High whenit first opened. Currently, I am also on the school'sEESAC
committee. This committee is comprised of administrators, teachers, students, parents, and
representatives of the business community.

The original plans for Miami Southridge called for a YMCA/park complex to serve the southern part
of the county (Cutler Ridge, Goulds, Perrine, Princeton, and South Miami Heights). This complex was
to include a swimming pool, recreation building, lighted outdoor courts for basketball and tennis, a
lighted field for baseball and soccer, and a stadium. Part of the 1974 bond issue was earmarked for
this project. I have included a photocopy from the original Southridge High School - Park Complex
Master Plan dated July 29, 1974. The community has waited patiently but to no avail.

During the late 1970's or early 1980s an HUD housing development was built adjacent to Miami
Southridge. If my memory is correct - it was required that a park be built in conjunction with the
housing project to serve the neighborhood. I believe (but this needs to be verified) approximately
$180,000-200,000 was given to the Parks dept. to develop a park. The community has waited
patiently but to no avail.

After our community was devastated by Hurricane Andrew additional funds were allocated to build
a park/recreation center after waiting almost 20 years. This was part of the Save Our Neighbors and
Parks program. These additional funds totaled approximately $485,000. (Once again, this needs to
be verified.) The community has waited patiently but to no avail...
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Less than two weeks later, on June 29, 2000, a detailed expose authored by Robert
Andrew Powell, “It's About the Money, Stupid” appeared in the Miami New Times [available
on line]. Within the next week the local TV stations presented investigative reports. With the
secretnow made public, the “stone wall” was broken and the stadium was finally started in
May, 2002. However, its construction never fulfilled the requisites of the two bond issues.
The stadium will seat 1,129 people - instead of the 3,000-seat stadium that was anticipated.

The stadium, built for the entire southern part of the county owes a profound
gratitude to the dedication and hard work by Coach Sam Burley and Bob Burnside.
TOGETHER WE BUILD!

THE BASEBALL STADIUM [Michael Alter, Fred Burnside]

The summer before the Ridge opened, Fred Burnside and Bobby Carlton worked with the
Parks Departmentto finalize the baseball stadium. Originally, the Parks Department planned
for the stadium to be built where the softball field was located, on the land operated by their
department. Throughout the summer, Fred and Bobbie had numerous “spirited” arguments
with the Parks department. Burnside and Carlton wanted the stadium to be built on school
board property. Eventually, after a long struggle it was agreed to build the stadium on school
board property, adjacent to the Ridge’s varsity locker room. The stadium was completed the

year after the Ridge opened.
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On Saturday, July 26, 1997, while on duty, a drunk driver killed Florida Highway
Patrol Trooper Robert G. Smith, age 34. The Miami Herald reported:

Smith, a father of two and a four-year veteran of the force, was parked in the

northbound emergency lane of Interstate 95 about 3 a.m. when police say a white

Ford Mustang driven by Julio C. Gonzalez rammed his patrol car from behind near

Northwest 95th Street.

Robbie, was a Southridge graduate and a pitcher at our school. Later he pitched for
LSU and the Minnesota Twins 1985-1989. The baseball stadium was renamed the Robbie

Smith Field in his memory.
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Part II: Appointing and Hiring the Staff

SELECTION of the SCHOOL'’S PRINCIPAL
[Michael Alter, Larry Kellogg, and The Miami Herald]

Principals were identified by a set procedure: a principal search. First, by regulation, a job
posting by the School Board was required. This posting provided information for
perspective applicants. At the time, Mr. T was the principal of Miami Jackson Senior High.
However, he was ideally positioned to be the new principal at the Ridge. Mr. T had deep
roots in south Dade County, he was involved with Palmetto Sr., and he knew well the south
Dade community. It is unknown how many administrators applied for the position. However,
the school board approved his appointment.

On Thursday June 27, 1974, The Miami Herald (pg. 1B) reported that Mr. Tekerman
was appointed principal. However, the appointment was to a school named South Miami
Heights Senior High. During the interim construction period his responsibility would include

assisting planners and county administrators.

SELECTION of the ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS [Larry Kellogg]

Mr. T was not given the luxury to select his administrative team. The assistant principals
were as appointed by district and approved by the board. The administrative consisted of:
Tom Moore, AP from Coral Park Senior High.
Bobbye Rentz, AP of Curriculum, Coral Gables Senior High School
Fred Rogers, AP from South Dade Senior High School
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SELECTION of the ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR [Larry Kellogg]

According to the procedures as set forth in the Miami Dade County Public School system,
there was a required job posting for the position. At the time of the posting, Larry Kellogg
was a science teacher at Palmetto Sr. High. He was also the athletic trainer and sponsor of
the Leo club. Previously, he was working at Miami Springs Senior High School and
sponsored the Interact Club. At this same time Kellogg was working on his master’s degree
in administration. One day he spoke to Andy Massimino, the activities director at Palmetto
Sr.aboutthe opening. Massimino told Kellogg that if he ever wanted to become an
administrator (principal) it would be helpful to learn ALL facets of a school and becoming
an activities director ata newly opened school would provide an outstanding opportunity
for his growth. Kellogg applied.

One day, Irene Trif, Mr. T’s secretary contacted the two finalists for the position and
told them to come for a meeting with Mr. T. At the meeting they were instructed to develop
and presenta written plan on a Monday (within three days) that included the ideas and
goals for a COMPREHENSIVE student activities program for a new school.

That evening, Larry discussed with his wife the criteria established by Mr. T. Larry
decided to own and embellish the ideas alluded to by Mr. T. He determined that the new
school MUST combine academics, activities and athletics. In addition, he emphasized the
need for a multifaceted activities program. This program would incorporate three types of
clubs into the schoolin order to optimize student involvement.

A. Honors societies, service clubs and interest clubs. Honors societies
would be divided into two categories. First, honors societies in specific academic
disciplines would be open to all students who qualified for the respective in-
house guidelines. In contrast, National Honor Societies would require to meet
the requirements established by the national entities.

B. Service clubs would be concerned with providing service to the school
and community. Examples included: Interact, Leo, Rotary, Key Club and Athena.

C. Interest clubs were designed to fill the gap for those students who had
specialized areas of interest but that were not necessarily academic in nature:
The Chess Club and the Clown Club.

As Larry explained, the focus point was to get all of the students INVOLVED in the
school. Furthermore, Larry was keenly aware that college applicants had to have more on

their resume than just a high GPA or high SAT score. As a matter of fact, probably the
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second mostimportant variable that colleges were looking for were “fully rounded”
students who would contribute to the college by participating in the entire college
community: book worms often did not or would notbe part of the total college community.
Therefore, the activities program atthe Ridge WOULD provide a solid platform for the
students to promote themselves and at the same time develop a sense of family while
attending school.

The presentations were made and afterward, Larry received a telephone call
from Irene Trif requesting that he report to the interim office. He was, at that time,

informed that he would be the first activities director for the Ridge.
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SELECTION of the ATHLETIC DIRECTOR [Michael Alter and Larry Kellogg]

According to the school board and teachers’ union, all open positions had to be posted, filled
by those people currently employed by the Miami Dade County Public school System and
they must be interviewed. Mr. T spoke to the head football coach at Miami Jackson Sr. and
asked for a recommendation. Joe Brodsky recommended Bobby Carlton. An article in The

Miami News - Aug 11, 1976 Page 2C stated:

Carlton’s qualifications for the AD position are impressive, his contacts are many.
After leading his Miami High team to two state high school championships and
winning All-City, All-State honors for himself. Carlton went to the University of Miami
on scholarship. Following college, he was an assistant and head coach at Miami High.
In 1965, his rookie season as head coach, he led the Stingarees to the mythical
national championship with a perfect 12-0 record, including a spectacular 14-7
victory over Coral Gables before 45,000 people in the Orange Bowl (ending the

Cavaliers 28 game win streak.)

After that came an assistant coach job under Fran Curci at the University of Tampa
and the same position, a year later, at the University of Miami under Charlie Tate.
When Tate quit at UM after the 1970 season, Carlton wasn’trehired, and he didn’t get
back into football until 1973, as freshman coach at Memphis State University. He took
an assistant’s job with the world Football League’s Jacksonville Sharks in 1975. The

league folded at the end of the season and there went his job.
Due to a hiring freeze from outside the system, Carlton could not be brought in.

However, eventually he was approved by the county school system and hired, becoming the

Ridge’s first Athletic Director.
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SELECTION of the BAND DIRECTOR [Michael Alter and Larry Kellogg]

One day Mr. T asked Larry who was the best band director in Miami. Larry and his family
were extremely active in Miami’s music scene. Larry was involved in music asa percussionist
and vocalist and was a member of the Miami Youth Orchestra and often attended the UM
Summer Band Camp. Of course, Mel was also involved with these camps and orchestras.
Larry also spoke to fellow musicians who worked with Mel at Southwest Senior and of
course, they raved how great Mel was as a teacher and mentor. Therefore, it was a “no-
brainer” when Larry told Mr. T that “the best band director in the entire of STATE of Florida
was just a few miles away at Southwest Sr. High school - buthe could never get him.” If you
knew Mr.T - this was justa challenge. In effect, by telling Mr. T that he could never hire away
Mel Baker from Southwest it just made him more adamant to prove that Larry was wrong
and at the same time obtain the services of the best band director in the state. So, Mr. T told
Larry: “gethim on the phone!” Larry did as he was instructed.

Of course, Mel knew Larry and Larry’s family through their involved in music. To
Larry’s surprise, Mel said that he would come down and talk with Mr. T...

Mel told Mr. T exactly what he needed and wanted for his program. His plans included
the formation of a concertband, a marching band, a jazz band, orchestra, chorus, along with
the formation of a corps of Spartanettes and twirlers. Mel also informed Mr. T that the band
WOULD BE marching in the King Orange Bowl Parade [Orange Bowl King Jamboree] on
Biscayne Boulevard being the lead off band for the parade on NATIONAL TV! Therefore, his
band would require special uniforms. Why? Mel was involved with Orange Bowl Committee
and had numerous contacts in the music community. He knew that the band marching on
national TV must have a perfect uniform with brilliant and shining silver and red colors. Of
course, these were also the colors of the Ridge.

Mr. T knew that this was the man for the job. However, protocol had to be followed.
A position was posted and interviews were carried out as required by statute. However, it
was a formality. Mel was hired as both the Music Department chairperson and as the director
of the band. Once hired, Mel used his influence and contacted the Fruhauf Unifor ms, Inc. to
obtain the uniforms that the marching band would require to perform in the King Orange

Bowl Parade. This nationally known, well-established company had been making uniforms
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since 1910. Unfortunately, the SR band could not march in the first jamboree because Mel
could not guarantee the Orange Bowl committee that the uniforms would arrive in time. The
second year, the band marched in the jamboree on national TV.
As a side note [Michael Alter]:
When he left the music field at Miami Southridge, there were over 300 students in a
very productive band program. In the 17 years as High School Band Director, his
Marching Bands were awarded Superior ratings for the last 16 years. In the same 17
years, his Symphonic Bands were awarded District Superior ratings for the last 16

years. [Obituary, The Miami Herald on December 9,2011]

SELECTION of the CHORAL DIRECTOR [Larry Kellogg]

Like all members of the staff, Cecil Warren was required to go through an interview process.
Once hired, Cecil, like Mel was totally immersed with the music program. He spent hours
working with Rhoda Good, the Ridge’s first registrar to help organize the student’s schedules
so that they could be part of the music program.

To demonstrate to the reader how dedicated Cecil was to the program and the Ridge
he also requested permission to be a football coach! Cecil coached at South Dade as well
before Southridge. Why it might be asked would a chorus director want to be a footballcoach
with the extrahours thatit required. Cecil responded: “Howbetter to recruit men forachoral
program.” And, in fact, the choral program consisted of numerous young men who were
football players, wrestlers, and ... Totally immersed...

Eventually, the Ridge had a Concert Chorus, a Girls Chorus, Spartan Singers and

Southridge Singers...

SELECTION of the ORCHESTRA DIRECTOR [Larry Kellogg]

Topping off the music program, Mel envisioned that the Ridge must also have a string
program. That is, an orchestra! To this end he recommended and Mr. T was able to hire Dr.
Frank Biringer. Two years later, the music program had to expand, and a fourth part-time

teacher was added: Mrs. Drew.
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SELECTION of the DRAMA DIRECTOR [Michael Alter and Rick Adams]

Rick Adams fostered the tradition of the Ridge’s outstanding drama department. Previous,
he was a teacher at the Center for the Expressive Arts located at Charles Drew Elementary.
Upon hearing about the Ridge’s opening, he immediately applied for an interview for the
position of drama director. Mr. T hired Rick shortly afterward. Perhaps one of his most

successful protégés is Judi Goldman, who works under the professional name Judi Mann.

SELECTION of the STUDENT NEWSPAPER SPONSOR

[Michael Alter and Fran Peterman]

Fran Peterman started as a permanent sub at Miami Central Senior. A full-time teacher was
needed when the journalism sponsor of the school’s newspaper got pregnant. The problem
was Fran was not certified in journalism. Therefore, she enrolled at Miami Dade North to
earn 9 credits required for a certification in journalism. Her professor was Jose Quevedo,
who was also a former teacher at Miami Jackson under Mr. T. When the Ridge was opening
he contacted Mr. T to recommend an interview and appointment. The interview was held

and Fran was appointed the sponsor of The Oracle.
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THE THREE NORMS [Michael Alter and Larry Kellogg]

The Ridge was blessed with three incredible Norms as they were affectionately known: Norm
Gross, Norm Ladd, and Norm Moss. Their contribution to Ridge was enormous. Below, Larry
Kellogg explained how they were hired.

Mr. T knew Norm Gross because he was a teacher and football coach at Miami Jackson
Senior. When Norm was hired his job position was as a “consultant” - he did not teach any
classes. Specifically, Norman’s responsibility included opening the building and the
building’s inventory. Norman was known throughoutthe county as the top defensive football
coach. Yet, during the first year Norm did not coach. However, he was an observer and made
recommendations. During games, he was in the pressbox send plays down to the field. Later,

Norm actively coached. Norm was known for wearing his green coaching shorts.
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Norm Ladd was another teacher who came fromJackson. He was hired as the school's
comptroller. Norm was blessed with the ability to “see numbers” and determine whether
something was “black” or “red”. In his position, he served as a financial consulting guide,
much like today’s financial planners. During the first few years he did notteach any classes.

But, Norm was the sponsor of the Chess Club.

The one issue that was a source of conflict dealt with the creation of a yearbook. At
Jackson, the yearbook was a financial drain. Unlike the Ridge’s feeder schools, Jackson had
an urban, minority population (roughly 70% Afro-American and 30% Hispanic) and their
purchase history showed they were not as interested in having a yearbook. Consequently,
Norm was against the notion of having a yearbook. In contrast, Larry wanted a yearbook. To
win his case, he analyzed the yearbook sales at Palmetto, Killian and South Dade. Their
yearbook programs were in the black. Larry also spoke to the students to get their feedback

Eventually, it was agreed that there would be a yearbook: it sold out the first year!
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Norm Moss was the Ridge’shead custodian. He was recruited from South Dade Senior
High. Norm was soft spoken, gentle, and wise. Almost daily, for the first ten years Norm did
not have a lunch break! This is not an exaggeration. Every time that a shipment came to the
school he would receive it. Furthermore, if ever someone needed something to be moved
(book case, file cabinet, or table), only one request was required. Within one day it was
moved, and often within an hour of the request. AWESOME! In addition, if anyone wants to
know why the County often held meetings at the Ridge, it was because of Norm. He kept OUR
building incredibly clean. It was Norm who established the tradition that the following head

custodians have followed: the school must always be clean!
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HIRING the OFFICE STAFF [Michael Alter and Larry Kellogg]

Irene Trif was the firstperson hired by Mr. T. She was the Principal’s Secretary.Irene worked
with Mr. T at Palmetto Elementary the year before the Ridge opened.

Rhoda Good was the Ridge’s first registrar. Her command of the Master Schedule and
ability to develop the student’s class schedules was unsurpassed. And, she always did it with
a smile.

Arnetha (Arnie) Dean was initially hired as the school’s first Treasurer. Later she
worked in the attendance office. In that capacity, she knew almost every student in the

school. Arnie is truly a great Spartan!

THE MEDIA CENTER - LIBRARIANS [Michael Alter and Judith Margulies]

Judith (Judy) Margulies was hired as the Ridge’s first department head media specialist. She
came from Miami Beach Senior with five years of service to that school. Similar to other
teachers, she went through an interview process. However, Judy also had a recommendation
from the head librarian for Dade County Public Schools. Also hired were Ms. Maria Kreiling
and Ms. Ana Portela.

Judy earned a doctorate in Library Science and her expertise was in the area of
research. In an interview she stated that her major concern was to have reference material
for the students so they would NOT need to go to another library to complete their
assignments. Funding was based on the school's FTE [Full-Time Equivalent student
enrollment.].

The Oracle (Vol. 1 Issue 1, pg. 1) reported that the Media Center was not open on the
first day of school. The reason is that the security system, furniture, and books had not
arrived and they were not expected to arrive by mid-October. Of course, unlike today, at this

time there were no computers.
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A NEAR EMPTY LIBRARY
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HIRING DARRELL COX, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
[Michael Alter, The Miami Herald]

Darrell Cox and Don Soldinger applied for the position of head football coach. However, the
Athletic Director, Bobby Carlton favored Darryl Cox because he knew Cox as a football
standout at Edison High from 1957-1959 who held the longest standing Dade High school
football record with a 167-point production in 1959. After college, Cox coached football for
eightyearsin Orlando before joining Hialeah-Miami Lakes.During that year, Cox coached the
defensive backs as the school had a 14-0 record and won the state Class AAAA state

championship. Ultimately it was decided to appoint Cox as the Ridge’s first head football

coach.
FOOTBALL SCANDAL
[Michael Alter, The Miami Herald May 18, 1977, 1C; July 2, 1977, 2E; November 8,1977, 1B;
Jose McCray]

On May 15, Darrell Cox, the head football coach was caught breaking into Allen
Enterprises Inc. 7240 Bird Road at 5 a.m. on Sunday morning. He was attempting to remove
a 40-horsepower, $400 motor. Two sheriff’'s deputies arrested Cox after observing the
incident. He was charged with breaking and entering and possession of burglary tools. Cox
was immediately suspended from all instructional and coaching assignments.

When asked, Jose McCray offered a student-athletes’ perspective of the situation.

The incident with Coach Cox occurred just before spring practice, heading into what would
be our senior year. The day after Coach Cox was arrested, Mr. Tekerman and the Athletic
Director Bobby Carlton called the team together and shared the news in the locker room.
Jay McCoy conducted spring practice until Don Soldinger was hired as the new head coach.
The group was very disappointed. Many of them believed there was enough talent on that
team to reach the district playoffs or beyond. The coaching change precipitated changes in
philosophy, terminology and some guys didn't return to the team for their senior year.

Jose added “I gathered information from a conversation with Lonnie Washington
(79), Wardell Dean (78) and Freddie Jackson (78) about the announcement to the team.”

On November 7, Cox was found guilty of attempting to steal an outboard motor from
Bird Road boat sales company. He was placed under five-year probation. Following Cox’s
suspension, Athletic Director Bobby Carlton temporarily took over the coaching
responsibilities until a replacement was named. Eventually, Don Soldinger was appointed as

the new head coach.
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HIRING DON SOLDINGER, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
[Michael Alter interview Coach Soldinger Friday March 9, 2018; The Miami Herald; Herb
Koross, March 14, 2018]
Don Soldinger was the offensive coordinator at Killian under head coach Chris Vagotis. In
addition, he was a Work Experience instructor at that school. Earlier, Soldinger applied for
the head coaching position prior to the Ridge’s opening. However, Darryl Cox was appointed
head coach.

When Cox was suspended, the Ridge was in need of a head coach. However, Mr. T
could not hire anyone to fill the teaching slot because Cox had notbeen officially terminated.
In the meantime, Bobby Carlton ran the Spring practice. As the summer was approaching a
coach had not yet been hired. Therefore, coach Fred Burnside and coach Herb Koross
requested a conference to see Mr. T regarding the necessity to hire a new head coach and
quickly. The conference was held on a Friday afternoon and they recommended that
Soldinger get the job. Both had formerly coached with Soldinger at Killian Senior. Mr. T
explained he was unable to fill the position because of the County guidelines. Koross
informed Mr. T that Soldinger could be hired as the head coachif he did not fill Cox’s teaching
position. Mr. T called downtown to verify the plan; and, it was permitted. Mr. T let it be
known that he wanted to see Soldinger on the upcoming Monday.

In the meantime, Burnside and Koross met Soldinger and encouraged him to apply
for the job opening. Initially, Soldinger did not want the job. First, Killian already had an
established program and great athletes. Second, he was the team’s offensive coordinator.
Third, earlier he was rejected for the position. Afterward, Soldinger spoke to Norm Gross
(currently at the Ridge) who had previously coached at Jackson Senior for Mr. T and Gross
told Don to speak to Mr. T about what he wanted. The meeting was held that Monday and
Soldinger was appointed the new head football coach. Burnside, along with Herb Koross
played a determining factor in the selection of the school’s second head football coach, Don
Soldinger.

In his 12 seasons as a high school head coach, Soldinger became an icon in the South
Florida prep ranks as he compiled a record of 104-35-1 at Southridge High, winning two

state championship in four appearances, and twice being selected Coach ofthe Year by the
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Jack Harding chapter of the National Football Foundation and College Football Hall of Fame.

His teams seta Miami-Dade County record for most consecutive victories with 29.

Coach Soldinger

HIRING HERB KOROSS, ASSISTANT FOOTBALL COACH and
FUTURE COUNSELOR [Michael Alter and Herb Koross]

Herb Koross was one the most important people who literally changed the history of the
Ridge. Koross spent two years at Key West High and then eight years at Killian Senior before
coming to the Ridge. At Killian Herb was a Social Studies instructor and football coach. At
Killian Senior, there was no likelihood that he would be able to advance further because the
Social Studies department had two, young department heads. In addition, Killian was about
to undergo a structural change by ending all department secretaries. The best option was to
move on elsewhere at a new school that was opening from scratch.

Korossapplied to be department head at the Ridge. However, Ray Hayesreceived that
appointment. Mr. T promised Koross that he would be in line for future openings. Koross
accepted the assignment as a Social Studies teacher. One year later he was appointed as a
counselor. It was during the first year that Koross played an instrumental role in getting Don
Soldinger to be the Ridge’s second head football coach and eventual winner of two state

championships.
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HIRING FRED BURNSIDE, HEAD BASEBALL COACH and FUTURE

COUNSELOR
[Michael Alter and Fred Burnside, MARCH 14, 2018]

Fred Burnside was the first head baseball coach at the Ridge. Previous, he taught at Miami
Killian Senior. Fred applied for the position for two prominent reasons: 1) many of his
players atKillian Sr.lived in the Southridge community and he also lived in Cutler Ridge. Mr.
T did the interview and later he was interviewed via telephone with Bobbie Carlton, the
Athletic Director. However, Mr. T. had already decided to hire him. During the summer prior
to the school’s opening, Coach Burnside was instrumental in the construction of the baseball
stadium (See baseball stadium).

During the first year Burnside was a science teacher. The following year he became a
counselor. Fred said that he fondly remembered the third floor, which was assigned to the
Science department. Insofar as baseball, he distinctly recalled that all of the Ridge’s sports
were especially at a disadvantage because there were no seniors in the school. There was
one special standout on that first team: Rick Behenna. Rick was a pitcher who made it to the
pros and pitched for the Atlanta Braves and Cleveland Indians from 1983 to 1985. He died

of cancer on January 31, 2012.
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HIRING JIM HUSK, HEAD WRESTLING COACH
[Michael Alter, The Miami Herald, March 9, 1976, pg. 2C; FHSSA.org.]

Jim Husk was a wrestling coach at Southwest for eight years and four years at Curley before
that. During that time, Husk proved himself to be one of the most successful coaches.
Collectively he earned a 132-31-1 record and finished second in the state three times and
third three times. On March 9, 1976, The Miami Herald reported that Husk had been
appointed the Ridge’s first head wrestling coach.

In his 26 years at the Ridge, he compiled a 402-37-3 record and coached the Spartans
to seven state titles and four state-runner up finishes. While coaching the Spartans, Husk
won 17 district championships, 14 regional championships and was named Florida Coach of
the Year eight times and Region Coach of the Year three times. Athletes who have graduated
from Husk’s wrestling program have earned approximately $3 million in scholarships. Why
was his program so successful? Perhaps it was the team philosophy Coach Husk was known
for always telling his wrestlers: “Give it 100% (don'tleave anything on the mat) and win

or lose I will be proud of you and you should be proud of yourself.”

HIRING HERMAN JACKSON, HEAD BOYS TRACK COACH

[Michael Alter and Herman Jackson]

Coach Jackson came to the Ridge from Edison Senior. Judith Green, the principal at Edison
knew Mr. T and recommended that he hire Herman. The rest is history. During his years at
the Ridge, Coach Jackson built one of the strongest track programs in the county. His
cumulative record was 200 wins and 12 loses! Later, he became an assistant principal at the

Ridge.

31



HIRING MELISSA MORGAN, GOLF COACH, AP FRENCH, AP

GERMAN, and FUTURE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
[Michael Alter and Melissa Morgan Patrylo]

Melissa Morgan previous taught three years at a middle school. In order to get the teaching
position at the Ridge Melissa came up with a brilliant strategy: she applied to be the
department chairperson. Melissa knew there were numerous candidates for each teaching
slot. However, she also knew that the department chair would have to be interviewed by the
principal for that specific position. If she merely applied for teaching position, there would
be no guarantee that the principal would see the applicant. When the interview was held, Mr.
T asked why he should hire a department chairperson without tenure and only three years
teaching experience? Melissa explained that was the only way that she could get her footin
the door and be interviewed by the principal. Impressed with her initiate, Mr. T hired her.
Melissa was involved in the school on many levels. In athletics she was the golf coach.
Furthermore, she was the sponsor of the National Honor Society and the German Club. Later
she became an assistant principal at Palmetto Senior for five years before returning to the

Ridge in that position.
THE SPARTANS ALSO HAVE ANGELS
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HIRING ROGER NEWMAN [Michael Alter]

In 1976, Roger moved to the Ridge where he taught Metal Shop, Plastics, and Wood Shop
classes. For eleven prior years he taughtand coached at Miami Coral Park Senior High
School. At the Ridge, he became the Department Head and it was known as the “Best
Industrial Arts Program” in Dade County. In 1980, he was named as the Head Baseball

Coach, and the Spartans made it to the District and Regional playoffs that year.

GLORIA SATTERFIELD, SOFTBALL COACH
[Michael Alter, The Miami Herald 6/29/2008]

Gloria spent 15 years teaching and coaching at Riviera Junior High before working at the
Ridge. Satterfield was the Spartans' first-ever softball coach, hired in 1976, and led them to
arecord of 288-93 during her 17 seasons. She led Southridge to the State championship
five times: 1983, '84,’86,’87 and ‘88. Gloria won three Regionals; 1984, ’86,and '87; and
two Sectionals: ‘84 and '87. After the transition to fast-pitch softball under the Florida High
School Athletic Association in 1988, Satterfield guided the Spartans to the playoffs twice,
including a berth in the 1992 Class 4A state championship game. On June 28,2008, Coach

Satterfield passed away due to lung cancer.
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A FEW MORE GOOD SPARTANS [Michael Alter and Larry Kellogg]

Jack Amos - Athletic Trainer, who taught math and was a Certified Member of the National
Athletic Trainers Association

Elena Bejarano - Foreign Language department chair.

Theodore (Ted) Boydston - Science department chair.

Martha Brotherson - Physical Education department chair and coach.

Roberta Hunter - Treasurer, Roberta work 15 years at the Ridge despite being diagnosed
with breast cancer. She used her zeal in community activities. In 1990, Roberta was
president and founder of the South Miami Heights Homeowners Association, fighting to get
a county park on land earmarked for a park but used as a mini-dump and urging the Dade
Department of Housing and Urban Development to close a public housing project that had
gone into disrepair. The land stretches roughly from Eureka Drive south to Southwest 208th
Street on the west side of South Dixie Highway, including the area around Southridge High
School. She passed away in September 29, 1993. The Roberta Hunter Park was named on
January 17th, 1995. (Resolution Number R-47-95) Almost seven years later, in June 2000,
the Roberta Hunter Park was officially dedicated.

Klaus Nordmeyer - was the Math department chairperson. He was hired to setup the Math
Department and establish and teach the Advanced Math Program as well as create a math
curriculum atthe Ridge.

Dave Oppelt - A main stay in the vocational program.

Bernie Ropeik - As Normie Gross called him - Bernie La Rope. Bernie was the first business
manager for the athletic department. He kept us out of lots of issues with eligibility. And, his

son was an outstanding wrestler for the Ridge.
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The First Years’ Team:

Southridge Administration
Mr. Joseph T. Tekerman, Principal

Mr. Fred Rogers, Assistant Principal
Mr. Thomas Moore, Assistant Principal

Mrs. Bobbye Rentz, Curriculum

Larry Kellogg, Student Activities Director
Norman Ladd, Business Manager
Norman Gross, Consultant

Frank Biringer

Magali Bonzon

Theodore (Ted) Boydston

Martha Brotherson
Fred Burnside
Carolina Burt
Robert Carey
Faye Clark
Eleanor Coleman
Brenham Collins
Julia Collins
Darrell Cox
Richard Croghan
L. T. Danford
Craig DePriest
John Engelhart
James Flynn
Janet Fotson
Clara Fountain
Leticia Garcia
Robert Gastrof
Robert Gordon
Denise Green

Raul Guerrero

Herman Jackson
Robert James
Willard Jantzen
Arnold Johnson
Candace Kanouse
Rosamond Koffman
Herb Koross
Elizabeth Kost
MariaKreiling
Janet Krutchik
Pamela Lorentz
Richard Lorusso
Michael Lawless
Myrtle Levinson
Frances Mansfield
Judith Margulies
Mary McBurnette
Tom McClary
Barbara McDonald
Melissa Morgan
Roger Newman
Klaus Nordmeyer

Bonnie Norris
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Instructional Staff
Rick Adams Ken Haehl David Oppelt
Michael Alter Joe Halasz Fran Peterman
William (Jack) Amos Delores Hall Robert Pillifant
Antonio Ansoleaga Richard Hargraves Alan Platoff
David Arnett Linda Harrison Ana Portel
Tracy Barrack Ray Hayes John Post
Elena Bejarano Richard Hickox Randolph Price
Mel Baker Flo Hinton Paul Redlhammer
Jane Berry James (Jim) Husk Laura Reynolds

Jack Richardson
Michael Richardson
Willie (Rick) Robertson
Bernard Ropeik
Gloria Satterfield
Lynn Schenkman
Pamela Schmidt
Patricia Stecewiez
MariaVidana

Lon Walker

Cecil Warren
Johnny Watson
Dorothy Wayne
Judy Weiner

Cathy White

Sue White

Leo Williams



Secretaries

Irene Trif, Principal’s Secretary

Lynn Quaranta, Ass’t Registrar
Virginia Hermann, Media

Helen Traer, Ass’t Principal’s Secretary
Roberta Hunter, Guidance

Rosita Black, Attendance

Dixie Borden, Attendance

Custodial
Mervin Bastian
Reginaldo Collinas
Gary Cooper

Elvin Davis

Victor Detres
Gonzalez Kreitz
Victor Hoddy
Garando Iglesias

Cafeteria

Migdalis Bagwell
Joan Bobot

Carol Brown

Ernest Cartere
Estebania Castellanas
Michael Charlton
Dorothy Ciofgalo
Josefina Garcia

Juan Gonzalez

Clara Frater, Clerk
Jeannie Marson,

Clara Mencol, Attendance
Eva Rapaport, Attendance
Arnetha Dean, Treasurer
Jeannie Marson, Guidance

Annie Johnson
Walter Lee
Fred Morales
Norman Moss
Juan Paloa
Reberto Perez
Freddy Ramsey

Matteal Grant
Mary Hammerle
Virginia Milton
Angelia Monserrat
Jennie Newon
Marion Tinker
Donna Tubbs
Marie Walters

36



Part III: The First Year’s Staff & Future
Administrators

THE STAFF and FUTURE ADMINISTERATORS [Michael Alter]

Mr. T had a unique and rare ability that cannot be learned, itis innate. He had the ability to judge
people. This ability is demonstrated by examining the people he hired. Many members of the
staff Mr. T hired for the opening school year became future administrators. An impressive list
can be seen below.

David Arnett, District Director, Legislative and Labor Relations. MDCPS

Reid Bernstein, Principal, Southwood Middle

Craig DePriest - Principal, North Miami Senior and Redland Middle

Joe Halasz - Assistant Principal, Arvida Middle; Principal, Devonaire Middle

Ray Hayes - Administration, downtown

Herman Jackson - Assistant Principal, Campbell Drive Middle, Homestead Senior, and Miami
Southridge Senior

Larry Kellogg - Principal - Mt. View Middle, Roswell NM, Central Office in Colorado, Assistant
Superintendent for Instruction - Martinsville City, VA, Assoc. Supt. and Acting Supt. of Schools in
Ambherst Co, VA, and Asst. Supt. in Nelson Co, VA

Herb Koross - Assistant Principal, Miami Central Senior; Principal, Arvida Middle

Judy Margulies - Assistant Principal Filer Middle and Edison Senior; Director of Maintenance
MDCPS

Melissa Morgan (Patrylo) - Assistant Principal, Palmetto Senior and Miami South Ridge Senior;
Principal, The School for Advanced Studies, Professor, Nova Southeastern

Fran Peterman - Professor and Dean of the Division of Education at Queens College of the City
University of New York; Dean of the College of Education and Human Services at Montclair State
University in New Jersey

Paul Redlhammer - Assistant Principal, Richmond Heights Middle

Willie (Rick) J. Robertson - Principal, Miami Heights Elementary

Fred T. Rodgers - Principal (2"d), Miami Southridge Senior; Director, Athletics & Activities
MDCPS

Judy Weiner, Principal, South Miami Senior
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Part IV: Starting the Traditions

THE ORIGIN of OUR SCHOOL’S NAME [Larry Kellogg]

Miami Southridge Senior High was not always known by its name. Prior to its construction,
the Dade County School system has a process whereby proposed schools were designated
and temporarily named after the geographical area they were to be built. Since the Ridge was
literally being built in South Miami Heights, it was referred to asa point of reference to “South
Miami Heights Senior High School.” And, in fact, this is the name that appears on all of the
contractor’s blueprints and work to be completed on the associated project.

However, this “temporary” name was a potential source of divisiveness and
resentment. It must be understood that the Ridge was to be a combination of three high
schools [Miami Killian, Miami Palmetto and South Dade] and three middle schools [Cutler
Ridge, Mays and a few students from the Redlands]. Larry Kellogg, the designated Activities
Director wrote a proposalona cover letter: Miami South Ridge Senior High to Mr. Tekerman,
the school’s principal. This name was derived from the two major geographic areas that our
students would be coming from: Cutler Ridge and South Miami Heights. Kellogg merely
reversed the order resulting in the name South Ridge. Later, when Mr. Tekerman saw the
cover letter he circled the names butinstructed that the names be combined into one word:
Southridge. The name was virtually unanimously approved by the students. Thus, the name

Miami Southridge became the official name of our school.

38



THE ORIGINAL WORKING BLUE PRINTS
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THE ORIGIN of the SCHOOL’S MASCOT, the SPARTAN
[Larry Kellogg]

Next, it was essential to come up with a mascot for the Ridge. Once again, the final decision
was to come from the students of OUR incoming classes. Over a period of time Kellogg visited
the five of the primary schools that OUR students were coming. In particular, the student
government leaders were asked for THEIR input. Mr. T instructed Kellogg that he wanted
OUR school to establish new traditions and assume the role of building OUR traditions. This

was to be from the bottom up. Each student council (the five schools) was given two tasks:

1. Come up with a mascotthat had notbeen taken by another school in Dade County
and

2. Come up with a color combination that the students liked.

A list of potential mascots was developed. Then Kellogg made a frequency
distribution of the proposed names. For this task, only the incoming 10th grade class was
canvassed since they were to be the first charter class with three full years of attendance at
the Ridge. Therefore, the decision fell on the 9th graders at Cutler Ridge Jr.and Mays. Various
names were proposed such as the Ridge Rats and the Gators. Kellogg suggested the name
Wolverine as a mascot, since he was a University of Michigan graduate. To quote Kellogg, “it
came off the tongue easy” and “the Spartan” was almost unanimously voted by secretballot
by the students. Thus, from then on, the students, staff and community of the Ridge were to

be known as Spartans.
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ORIGIN of the SCHOOL’S MOTTO
[Michael Alter and Larry Kellogg]

Another serious issue that had to be resolved would the Ridge’s motto. On Wednesday July
16, 2014, Kellogg e-mailed to Alter the answer to this question along with a conformational
photograph. Larry responded:

Mike -

Believe it or not, when Linda and I got married at Wayside Baptist Church in South
Miami, the church was in the midst of a building project for their new sanctuary.
When we arrived for the wedding, the banner (in the picture) was behind us and we
couldn't get it taken down.

Two years later, when Mr. Tekerman and all the department chairs were in a mission
statement writing meeting at Cutler Ridge Junior High School, each of us was
asked for ideas for a short, concise statement that could serve as the school's mission
statement. | reflected on the task at hand, remembered the sign at our wedding and
even mentioned it to the group as [ presented the idea. It got some laughs - because
of the wedding context - but after thinking about it, the group decided to make
"Together We Build" as the school's official mission statement.

The restis history.
Larry

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Kellogg ~ November 17,1973
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'"TOGETHER WE BUILD' - OUR PHILOSOPHY [Mr.]Joseph Tekerman]

42



THE ORIGIN of the SCHOOL’S COLORS [Larry Kellogg]

The school colors were another matter. As was previously stated, Mr. T wanted the Ridge to
be different and establish new traditions unlike other schools. And, the issue of the school’s
identity was areal concern for Mr. T. In a sense, he had the keen foresight and incomparable
intuition to recognize that OUR school would have a possible “identity crises” with its
students coming from five schools and several communities. Remember, none of the
students expected to be at the Ridge. His idea was to adopt three colors versus the traditional
two colors found in every high school up to that time. One set of colors that lost out was
Purple and Gold, those used by LSU. Once again, the input and final vote came from the
charter class ofincoming 10t graders: Red, Silver and Black. The only thing that the students
did not determine was the order of the colors. The order Silver, Red and Black were
deliberately selected because the first letters of the first two colors were SR, and of course

these letters represented SouthRidge.

THE RESOLUTION of S vs. SR (CHANNEL LETTERS/LOGO)
[Larry Kellogg]

However, there was still another problem to resolve: would the channel letters for
the Ridge be a capitalized “S” or the letters SR. Channel letters are custom-made letters that
are commonly used on the buildings of businesses and other organizations for exterior
signage. Consequently, when various coaches (sports) ordered their uniforms there was no
consistency. Some had just a plain letter “S” and others had SR. This issue was not resolved
until the second year after the Ridge had already opened. Eventually it was decided have an

S overlaid with the letter R.
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ORIGIN of the SCHOOL’S ALMA MATER
[The Miami HERALD, Patricia Hollinger; Oracle 1(2), p. 3 Dec. 1976 Spartan Forum]

Alma Mater Contest still open

The Alma Mater contestis open to all students. Words to the Alma Mater must fit the
music with rhyme [sic rhythm] and rhyme, and the only requirement of the song is
that it the last line ends with “All hail to Southridge High.”

The contest will be judged by several faculty members. The selection of [the] Alma
Mater words will also be judged on creativity and originality. The Alma Mater’s tune
will be played over the school intercom so that students can getan idea of the
rhythm.

The winner’s name will be posted on the “by line” of the Alma Mater when it is
printed. Submissions to the contest must be turned into the Music office or Activities
Office no later than Dec. 8.

However, no winner was announced.
Dr. Robert Testa at Florida International University composed the music. He was
asked to write the score at the request of Mel Baker. Thus, unlike the vast majority of high

schools, the Ridge’s musical score was an original piece.
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ORIGIN of the SCHOOL’S SONGS [Larry Kellogg]

VICTORS (MIAMI SOUTHRIDGE FIGHT SONG)
[1977-78 Miami Southridge Senior High School Student Hand Book]

HAIL TO THE SPARTAN’S VALIANT
HAIL TO THE CONQUERING HEROES
HAIL, HAIL TO SOUTHRIDGE HIGH

THE LEADER AND THE BEST-

HAIL TO THE SPARTAN’S VALIANT
HAIL TO THE CONQUERING HEREOS
HAIL, HAIL TO SOUTHRIDGE HIGH

FOR VICTORIES’ OUR QUEST

THE VICTORS FIGHT SONG was adopted from the musical score of the University

of Michigan "The Victors" and Mel Baker played with the words to fit our school. The Victors
is the most recognized college fight song and we wanted to have something that everyone
recognized immediately. Instead of Hail to the Victors Valiant, he changed it to Spartans
Valiant, the second line stayed the same "hail to the conquering heroes"; the third line - Hail
Hail to Michigan the leaders and best" was changed to Hail Hail to Southridge High the
leaders and best, and the last line was changed from Michigan's "Champions of the west" to

"where Victory's our quest". Of course, this was great as far as | was concerned as U of

Michigan is my Alma Mater.
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HOORAH FOR SOUTHRIDGE
[Larry Kellogg, 1977-78 Miami Southridge Senior High School Student Hand Book]
HOORAH FOR SOUTHRIDGE - HOORAH FOR SOUTHRIDGE
SOMEONE IN THE STANDS YELLING HOORAH FOR SOUTHRIDGE
1-2-3-4 WHO WE GONNA YELL FOR,
SOUTHRIDGE - THAT’S US!
Mel Baker, the Ridge’s band director was responsible for our Hoorah song. He took

the Hoorah for Southridge from his time at Southwest. Basically, he modified the lyric by
adding Southridge instead of Southwest.
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THE ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY [Larry Kellogg]

Originally the Annual Awards Ceremony was scheduled as an evening event. This ceremony
was envisioned to be “a cast of thousands.” Mr. T. wanted the “kids” to be recognized for what
they accomplished at the Ridge. Accordingly, the purpose was to recognize students in ALL
areas: academics, athletics, class members, and department awards. These awards were to
be selected and voted upon by members of the faculty.

After the students were selected an invitation form was prepared. Then, Larry went
to Perrine Office Supply, at that time owned and operated by Mr. Woodruff. Invitations were
then printed and sent to the parents of those students who were being recognized. Later, the
parents would contact the activities office with an RSVP. This was necessary to determine
how many seats would be required in the gymnasium.

During the first ceremony the entire floor of the gym was filled with parents, family
members and students. As the students were called up and acknowledged for their
achievement, the Jazz Band, under the direction of Mel Baker performed accompanying
music. In later years, the ceremony would be held in the auditorium and broadcasted via

Media department throughout the school on TV.

THE SPARTAN SPIRIT AWARD [Larry Kellogg]
The Spartan Spirit award was entirely the idea of Mr. T. He often said, “The only thing we

have in common is that none of us thought that we would be here.” What Mr. T. envisioned
was a “mythological” award; an award that was to be to foremostand mostimportant award
thatanyone could receive at the Ridge. This award would have nothing to do with academics,
athletics, or activities. It was intended to recognize the young man or woman who
exemplified outstanding character, integrity, participation in the school and a cool-headed
personality. This award was to epitomize what the Ridge is about. The first Spartan to earn
and receive this recognition was Cashie Hamilton. She was also in the first graduating class
(January 1977). The second student to receive the award was Elisha Powell.

It was also at this time that Mr. T. came up with the idea of “Pull up your pants and

show your red socks...”
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THE SPARTAN MEDALLION [Michael Alter and Faye Clark]

The most prestigious award earned by any member of the staff is the Spartan Medallion. This
award is special because is comes from the staff. It acknowledges any member of the staff
who goes ABOVE and BEYOND the call of duty in service to the Ridge.

The originator of the Medallion recognition was Faye Clark, the Art department
chairperson. Faye was concerned that there were no awards for members of the staff. To
correct thatsituation, she came up with the idea of the Spartan Medallion. Determination of
the recipient came from numerous members of the staff she soughtinput. Future recipients
have included administrators, instructors, custodians, security, a zone mechanic, to mention
a few categories.

Faye had a talented teacher in the department.. It was that art teacher, Carey
Schaeffer who designed and prepared a mold for the medallion. Its design was based on an
ancient Spartan coin from a book Faye possessed. The model selected was a Spartan with a
helmet. Faye personally took the mold and cast the first pewter medallion. The Ridge's first
recipient was Mr. Tekerman. Judy Weiner was the Medallion's second winner. In later years,
after Faye retired, active past Medallion winners would hold a private meeting to nominate,
evaluate, and vote on a recipient. The award was presented at the End of the Year Faculty
Breakfast. A notable exception was when Larry Kellogg received his medallion from Mr. T on
the closed circuit morning announcements the day he announced that Larry was leaving for

New Mexico.

48



THE SPARTAN MEDALLION
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THE ORIGIN of the YEARBOOK’S NAME [Larry Kellogg]

Since the official mascot of the Ridge was determined to be a Spartan, it was decided to
connect the name of the school’s yearbook with appropriate Classical or Greek mythology.
The name The Odyssey was suggested by Mr. T and it was approved. The first yearbook

sponsor was Lynn Shenkman.

THE FIRST ODYSSEY - VOLUME I (1977)
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THE ORIGIN of the NEWSPAPER’S NAME
[Michael Alter and Larry Kellogg]

Identical to the yearbook, it was also determined to connect the name of the school’s

newspaper with Classical or Greek mythology. Janel Cherry recalled the naming of The

Oracle:
If my recollection serves me correct, [ was the news editor on our school newspaper.
Our teacher and sponsor was Fran Peterman. One of the first things we had to do was
come up with a name for the newspaper. [ remember my effortto think of a name.
The mascot for the school was the Spartans. So, I thought the school’s newspaper
should reflect and be associated with that imagery. I remember going home and
speaking with my older sister, Debra. She was an avid reader and suggested
something dealing with Greek mythology. So, it occurred to me that perhaps, The
Oracle, would be a fitting name. The Oracle, was a person, and more broadly in the
school’s newspaper instance, inspired to provide wise and insightful information and
counsel to the people.I shared the name with others on the newspaper staff and Ms.
Peterman. I'm not exactly sure but it could have just been written on a paper and it

was chosen.

During the third year, an additional literary publication was added to the Ridge.
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THE ORACLE, VOLUME 1, Issue 1 (October 28, 1976)
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WHAT MR. T DID the YEAR PRIOR to the RIDGE’s OPENING
[Larry Kellogg]

Ran his office from Miami Palmetto Elementary... Hired his staff...Visited the school site
while it was under construction...Visited the feeder schools... assisted county
administrators.

CALENDAR of the RIDGE’S FIRST FORTY YEARS

YEAR DATES YEAR DATES

1 1976-77 21 1996-97
2 1977-78 22 1997-98
3 1978-79 23 1998-99
4 1979-80 24 1999-00
5 1980-81 25 2000-01
6 1981-82 26 2001-02
7 1982-83 27 2002-03
8 1983-84 28 2003-04
9 1984-85 29 2004-05
10 1985-86 30 2005-06
11 1986-87 31 2006-07
12 1987-88 32 2007-08
13 1988-89 33 2008-09
14 1989-90 34 2009-10
15 1990-91 35 2010-11
16 1991-92 36 2011-12
17 1992-93 37 2012-13
18 1993-94 38 2013-14
19 1994-95 39 2014-15
20 1995-96 40 2015-16
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ANNUAL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
SUMMER MONTHS - STUDENT TOURS - BY THE CHEERLEADING SQUAD

AUGUST -NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION (BY CLASSES) IN THE GYM.

SEPTEMBER - OPENING OF SCHOOL - FIRST DAYEVENTS - DECORATING THE SCHOOL FIRST
FLOOR IN SPARTAN COLORS

END OF SEPTEMBER - CLUB RECRUITMENTDAY FORNEW CLUBS AND NEW MEMBERS -
MEETING WITH SPONSORS,
ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS FOR STUDENT COUNCIL, CLASS OFFICERS

SEPT - NOV - SPECIALATTENTION TOFOOTBALL GAMES WITH PEP RALLIES ASNEEDED.
CLUBSPIRIT SIGN CONTESTS FOR THE GAMES

OCTOBER -FALL FROLICS IN AUDITORIUM - EMCEES WERE PICKED FROM OFFICERS OF
STUDENT COUNCIL, PERFORMING ARTS,AND ATHLETIC STANDOUTS

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER -HOMECOMING DANCE-IN GYM OR LESSERVENUE
WOULD BECOME OUR YEARLY HOMECOMING CELEBRATION, BUT WE STILLHAD A PARADE,
A DANCE,AND LOTS OF FUN

NOVEMBER -DRAMA PRODUCTIONINLITTLE THEATRE
NOVEMBER - WINTER SPORTS CALENDARON GOING, CONTRACT FOR APROM VENUE
SELECTION

DECEMBER - TWO BIGGIES! CHRISTMAS DANCEAT AMAJORVENUE (EVERGLADES HOTEL
AND DUPONT PLAZA WERE USED)

COMBINED -BAND, CHORUS, ORCHESTRA HOLIDAY CONCERT IN THE GYM - GYM
COMPLETELY PACKED AND ABOUT 350 STUDENT PARTICIPANTS

JANUARY - ALL OF THE WINTER/SPRING SPORTSWERE INACTION - WRESTLING WON THE
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP IN THE FIRST YEAR OF COMPETITION

ASSEMBLY FORSILVERKNIGHT AWARDS CANDIDATES

RING ORDERING FORJUNIOR CLASS

FEBRUARY - ANNUALVALENTINE CARNATION SALE BY THESPIANS
BASEBALLAND BASKETBALL, WRESTLING

TRICYCLE RACES IN GYM SPONSORED BY INTER-CLUB COUNCIL
CAP AND GOWN ORDERING - THROUGH THE ASSIGNED VENDOR
MARCH - SPRING BREAK

APRIL - PLANNING OF GRADUATION WITH SENIORLEADERS AND SPONSORS
CHEERLEADER AND SPARTANETTETRYOUTS -

MAY - ANNUALAWARDSASSEMBLY (ACADEMICIN THE GYM,ATHLETICSHAD A SEPARATE
ONE COVERED BY CLOSE CIRCUIT TV.Inaddition, students could go to Disney World for Grad
Nite. (This annual event started in 1978.)

JUNE - GRADUATION AT VARIOUS VENUES.
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PART V: Montage 1976-1977 - YEARI
ACADEMICS, ACTIVITIES, and ATHLETICS

REPORTING for OPENING of SCHOOL
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EVERAL NEW SCHOOLS will be Hig glories.
| :mmmmhm mlburdoﬂlahhwﬂlamm
ght Miami Southridge Senior ceremony beginning at 7:30 p.m.

“Southridge Will Be Dedicated

vaaoumm dmmummmwm

be formally dedicated tonight, with a &W:‘mﬁ'

brief ceremony in the school's gyma- will play and sing the school's alma.

Southridge Senior High School, one  torium. mater for the first time, aceording to
_ — Principal Joe Tekerman, :

mnmmmwmmb
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THE FIRST STUDENT HANDBOOK

To merely say WELCOME to Miami Southridge barely seems adequate, for it is with great

anticipation and pride that we have long awaited the beginning of this year.

Our staff and student body all come together from many different schools. Together we must
blend, incorporate, and join the positive aspects, reject the negative, and develop a
personality that is uniquely Southridge.

The first year at a new venture is always a difficult one because each situation encountered
is unique - a first. But with cooperation and teamwork...

TOGETHER WE WILL BUILD!!!

Joseph T. Tekerman, Principal
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THE FIRST SPARTAN CURRICULUM BULLETIN
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COLLECTIVE MEMORIES of DAY ONE
LARRY KELLOGG’s MEMORY of DAY ONE [Larry Kellogg]

Prior to the start of the first day of school, the administration and its team had developed a
detailed opening. In addition, to insure that everyone would be working in unison, the staff
had their watches synchronized.

As the students came to school by either bus, car or by foot; they were welcomed
greeted and welcomed by the band and cheerleaders. And of course, Mr. T along with the
administrative team was there to personally welcome the students. After getting settled
down, Mr. T. was to go up to the second floor media center and deliver a welcoming address
during the “morning exercise”. Prior to Mr. T’s arrival, Larry literally ran up to the second
floor TV center. It was at this time that the only mistake of the planned opening went awry.
Charlie Huffman, the AV technician turned on the camera before Larry was ready with his
prepared text. Larry then said on TV and over the PA system: “And now, I would like to

introduce our Tekerman, Mr. Principal ...”

FRED RODGERS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
[interview by Michael Alter, Wednesday, March 7,2018]

The key to the Ridge’s success was multi-faceted. Most significant:

1. ORGANIZATION - ORGANIZATION - ORGANIZATION

2. PLANNING - PLANNING - PLANNING

Insofar as the first day, our major concern was control. It was acknowledged that the
Ridge had some students who were potential problems: they did not wantto be here and/or
they had problems with students from opposing communities. And, it must be remembered
that the Ridge was the first high schoolin Miami-Dade County to truly open with a natural
[no forced busing] tri-ethnic student body. To deal with this situation, key members of the
staff were positioned throughout the school with prepared information and maps. EVERY
MEMBER OF THE STAFF KNEW WHERE and WHAT HE or SHE WAS TO DO! Next, homeroom

was extended to over two hours. The remainder of the day was on a reduced bell schedule.
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One final point, the administration wanted EVERYONE to know what we stood for:
TOGETHER WE BUILD
Then it was a matter of:
TO STAND ON IT
TO BUYINTO IT
HOLDON TO IT

GUS OWENS BARREIRO: What | remember most about our 1st day was the excitement we
all had, new school, new teachers, new friends and everything that came along with creating
a new tradition and all the responsibilities that came with it as well. I also remember the
teachers, it must have been just as exciting for them but they made us feel totally welcomed.

Mr. T, would greetus atthe door every day, who can forget those red socks.

CINDY DORFELD BRUCKMAN: [ remember thinking that the building looked like a prison
and there were very few windows! Who knew that inside those window-less walls, there
would be a gathering of students, teachers, and administrators from all walks of life,
combining to create the strongest esprit de corps aka "Spartan Spirit!" [ was a previously
bused student who feltno "connection" to her former high school, and saw this new building,
this new school, as a chance for new beginnings, and a real opportunity to belong. Looking
back, I am grateful to have had so many other opportunities to expand my curriculum,
beyond the required classes and was personally involved in many clubs and activities that
allowed me to be part of the larger "family” of Spartans. Those experiences most definitely

shaped who I became as an adult.

TAMY CLINE RAE BELLIS: [ was so excited to be a part of beginning something and making

new traditions. AND Tekerman in the halls hurrying everyone to class.

JANEL CHERRY-DANIELS: It's been quite a long time since I was a student at Miami

Southridge Senior High, but I remember how most of us believed that it was a special place

for that special time in our lives. The doors opened in 1976, our junior year...there was no
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12th grade, with much anticipation on the part of the students, faculty and parents. My class
would be the founding class, the first graduating class. The class that set the foundation and
traditions for others to follow for years to come. The students came from different parts of
southern Dade County and had previously been attending three different high schools. Our
student body was truly racially, ethnically and socio-economically diverse. Mr. Tekerman,
our principal, had a plan and vision, but he knew it would take his hand-picked teachers to
ensure that the students were encouraged, guided and taught with enthusiasm, discipline

and love.

MELISSA MORGAN AND MICHAEL ALTER: Although the first day was special - what
happened before that day was something many of the staff will never forget. Melissa recalled
that abouta week before school started Mr. T requisitioned a school bus. Several times that
day, a bus drove throughout the Ridge community. Mr. T, living in that part of the county for
almost twenty years intimately knew the Ridge community. He personally pointed out from
inside the bus the various neighborhoods with their diverse population and economic
situation that the Ridge would be servicing: Cutler Ridge, Goulds, Perrine, Princeton, the
Redlands, Saga Bay, South Miami Height, Whispering Pines to name a few. Mr. T strongly
believed that is was vital for the staff to know where our students came from and what

challenges they faced.

JuDY PROBST POWERS: Regarding my memories from my first day at Southridge. [ am not
sure if these are actual memories or justimpressions from thinking back, fondly, [ might add
on my years at Southridge. [ do remember being quite overwhelmed to be in a building with
no windows. I remember Mr. T and Mr. Kellogg greeting each student by name. I do not think
[ was quite as impressed back now as [ am now:)! The overwhelming thing [ do remember is
feeling like I belonged at this school, I knew more of the students and I did not feel like a
"ridge rat" the way that I felt at Palmetto. For a 16-year-old girl, belonging was so important.
Oh, my we are so self-absorbed at that age! Itis not important for me to be quoted in your
book,butl just want to express how grateful  am for my high school experience. Itwas truly

a special time and we were all blessed to have been at Southridge at that time... [ am smiling
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now, just thinking about high school. I am looking forward to spending the weekend with

my classmates in July.

JoD1 EMERSON SAGER: Together we built a school. We were all so young (even Mr. Kellogg
and Mr. Alter) and so bright eyed. I was relieved to be at a school where we weren’tlooked
down at for being from the Ridge. We were different races and backgrounds, but we were
creating a space where we thrived because of that. It certainly influenced my decision to
move to Washington, DC after college, seeking another diverse community. No doubt that
our experiment worked because of the leadership of our principal Mr. Tekerman, who
poached all the surrounding schools to provide the best of the best: best band director;

teachers; coaches...

[ had never cheered before in my life but becoming a cheerleader for Southridge is still to
this day one of my proudest memories. Mr. Kellogg asked us to give tours to the student
body of our new schoolbefore it opened, an honor which putus in a leadership position from

the startand provided the gift of meeting so many faces right off the bat.

[ absolutely loved school. I look through my Southridge yearbooks and see such happy
pictures: Fall Frolics; games; clubs; dances; teachers who made a difference in our lives.
When I tell my adult friends about how close our class is, they are almost unbelieving. I have
not lived in Miami since I left for college at the University of Florida. I have not lived in
Florida since graduating from college. Yet [ know I could call any one of my classmates and
could (and do) visit at any time, picking up where we left off. We communicate often. We
support each other through life’s events. We have a bond that came from the community

built at our amazing Home of the Spartans. [ will always be a proud Spartan!
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THE RIDGE'’S SISTER SCHOOL [Michael Alter]

The same year that the Ridge opened, so too, did American Senior High. However, unlike
the Ridge the opening year for our sister school was less fortunate. One of the foremost
reasons was the principal of that school was not permitted to select her staff. Nor was she
given adequate time to blend a student body from competing schools. The school had

numerous “fights” and additional negative incidents.

THE RIDGE’S STUDENT BODY OFFICERS

SELECTION of the STUDENT BODY OFFICERS [Larry Kellogg]

How were the student body officers selected? The students determined the tenth and
eleventh grade school officers: an election was held in October during Club Day. Larry and

Joe Halasz performed the hand count.

THE STUDENT COUNCIL [The Oracle, Issue 1, pg. 1 Michelle Wood]

“The main purpose of the Student Council is to set certain standards for the student body
and to see student opinions are expressed.” The officers of the t Ridge’s first Student
Council were:

Cashie Hamilton, President

Judi Goldman, Vice-President

Angela Sheppard, Secretary

Liz Sanchez, Treasurer
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THE RIDGE’s FIRST CLASS OFFICERS (Oracle 1(2), pg. 8)

The Ridge’s opening years’ junior and sophomore class officers were all women. The junior
class officers were: Christie Adams, President; Kim Troup, VP; Treasurer, Anne Artmeier
and Lesli Summers, Secretary. The sophomore class officers were Becky Canterbury,

President; Sharon Jones, VP; and Debbie Parrish Secretary.

and
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ACTIVITIES: TOGETHER WE BUILD
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ACADEMICS: SOME BRAINS
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ATHLETICS: SOME of the RIDGE'’S SPORTS
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NOTABLE EVENTS and LESS NOTABLE EVENTS 1976-1977
SPIRIT WEEK and FALL FROLICS

Fall Frolics was a substitute for the homecoming festival. The Inter-club council headed by
Janet Fortson sponsored the event. Judi Goldman, Jose McCray, and Christie Adams were the
hosts. The Cheerleaders took first place with the skit, “The Beginning of Cheerleading.” Leo

Club came in second place with their skit, “Southridge Finest.” Third place went to the

Thespians, in, “The Birth of a School.”
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THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
THE BAND: The Florida Bandmasters Association Contest

The Spartan band traveled to Key West for its first contest and received a
“SUPERIOR” rating for the Florida Bandmasters Association contest. The Spartan Band
opened the contest show with their traditional ‘Fanfare II’ entrance. A dance routine was
featured by the Spartanettes to “Little Boat”. Significantly, a first year school was not
required to participate. The Ridge’s Marching Bands were awarded “SUPERIOR” ratings for

the next 16 years under Mr. Baker’s leadership.

THE FOUNDING CLASS BAND 1976-1977
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THE FOUNDING CLASS SPARTANETTES 1976-1977
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THE FOUNDING CLASS ORCHESTRA 1976-1977
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THE FIRST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT [0Oracle 1(2),p. 3]
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FIRST FORMAL - THE SPARTAN WINTER DANCE [0dyssey]

On Monday, December 20, 1976, from 8:00 -11:30 p.m. the Ridge’s first Spartan Winter
Dance was held at the Everglades Hotel. It was also the Ridge’s first formal. The Student
Council sponsored the event directed by Larry Kellogg, Student Activities Director. Tickets
could be purchase for $5 per person.

The hotel provided drinks at 40 cents an 8 oz. serving! Two bands were featured at
the prom: The Hemlocks and Fame. The court consisted of ten young men and ten young
ladies chosen by the student body. Nancy George was elected as the first Spartan Queen and
Lenny Taylor as the first Spartan King.
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FIRST GRADUATING CLASS [Larry Kellogg]

The first Southridge Graduation ceremony actually occurred during the first year even
though the school opened only with 10th and 11t grade students. Eleven juniors had earned
enough credits to graduate early. And, it should be noted that these students only attended
the Ridge for approximately five months. Nonetheless, Larry, the school’s Activities Director,
prepared a graduation ceremony. Mr. T. unequivocally emphasized that he wanted these
graduates and their family members to experience a dignified and memorable ceremony.

The graduation ceremony occurred in the auditorium. The ceremony included the
band and a special speaker. Larry obtained the services of a south Florida, local television
personality, Ann Bishop. She was Channel 10’s anchorperson.

Almost six months later, on August 19, 1977,a second Graduation Ceremony was held
atthe Ridge. Twenty-three students earned sufficient credits to graduate during the summer.
The guest speaker was the county’s new Superintendent of Schools, Dr.]. L. Jones.

A distinction in the programs was made between the 1977 graduates and the 1978
graduates. The former graduates’ ceremony was called “GRADUATING CEREMONY” with the
respective date of the event. No further description or designation was made on the program
or seating tickets. In contrast, the 1978 graduates were designated “THE FOUNDING CLASS”
onthe programbecause they were at the Ridge the first two years the schoolwas open. Their
seating tickets were titled:

THE FIRST ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT
of
MIAMI SOUTHRIDGE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL.

Afterward, the 1979 program was referred to as THE SECOND ANNUAL
GRADUATION CEREMONY. In no manner, were the 1977 graduates considered less
important than the founding class of 1978. The designation reflected the reality of the time
that the thirty-four graduating students of 1977 entered and left the Ridge.

WE ARE ALL SPARTANS
TOGETHER WE BUILD!
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RONALD TOLSON, THE SPARTAN FAMILY'’S FIRST DEATH

[Michael Alter, Tamy Cline; The Miami Herald March 3, 1977, 7B and March 10, 1977, 9B]

On Tuesday, March 2, 1977, Ronald Tolson, 16 years old, and a junior at the Ridge died. He
was attending a Boy Scoutmeeting Tuesday eveningat the United Methodist Church of Cutler
Ridge. About 9:35 p.m. “he fell forward from the chair in which he was sitting and struck his
head. He struggled into his seat and fell over backward again striking his head.” Other scouts
administered first aid until a rescue team arrived. Afterward, he was taken to Miami-Dade

General Hospital where he was pronounced dead.

A medical examiner’s report listed the cause of death as spontaneous ventricular
fibrillation. This is a malfunction in which the heart cannotadequately pump blood into the
arteries.

Ronald was the piano accompanist for all of the choruses. Tamy Cline related, “We
were heartbroken to say the least. He passed away just before the chorus went to state
contest & Linda Kellogg (Larry’s wife) filled in.” On page 215, The Odyssey presented a

dedication in his memory. It read “In memory of Ronald Tolson, 1960-1977."
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FIRST PROM [Oracle 1(6), pg. 1]

On April 30,1977, the Ridge’s first Junior prom was held at the Everglades Hotel. Two bands
were featured at the prom: The Hemlocks and Fame. The court consisted of Anne Artmeier,
Tamy Cline, Sue Dege, Alice Dukes, Cashie Hamilton, Maria Yuque, Kyle Hastings, Brenda
Johnson, Danette Taylor, and Cheryl Warren. The student body selected the court. At about

11:00 p.m., Alice Dukes was crowned queen and presented with a dozen roses.
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CONCERT FINALE
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SUMMER GRADUATION CEREMONY PROGRAM
AUGUST 19, 1977




MR. T Prepares to Give His Speech at Summer Graduation

The Ridge’s August graduates were Elba Aguire, David Anderson, Julia Arguez, Jorge
Cardenas, Alfredo Cruz, Rhonda Hanna, Beverly Holmes, Dunia Iglesias, Michele Ivey, Brenda
Johnson, JanetKelly, Janet Lamoureaux, Shirley Mann, LaRhonda McLain, Vivian Poole,Joann
Rae, Patricia Roger, Sandra Rodriquez, Tommie Smith, Cheryl Warren, Lavern Woods, and

Annie Young
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PART VI: Montage 1977-1978 - YEARII
ACADEMICS, ACTIVITIES, and ATHLETICS
REPORTING for OPENING of SCHOOL
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FOUNDING CLASS of ‘78
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CLASS RING of the FOUNDING CLASS - 1978
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THE ODYSSEY - VOLUME II (1978)
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THE RIDGE’S SECOND STUDENT BODY GOVERNMENT OFFICERS
1977-1978

President - Christie Adams
Vice President - Tracey Higginbotham
Secretary - Danette Taylor
Treasurer - Jose McCray
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THE RIDGE’S SECOND CLASS OFFICERS 1977-1978
SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS

President - Tamy Cline
Vice President - Anne Artmeier
Secretary - Jennifer Guy
Treasurer - Liz Sanchez
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JUNIOR CLASS OFFICERS

President - Elisha Powell
Vice President - Stella Paganello
Secretary - Sebina Mixon
Treasurer - Steve Schrader
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SPARTAN STUDENT HANDBOOK '77-78
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AUGUST 29, 1977 - FIRST DAY of SCHOOL
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SEPTEMBER 1977 - NEW CLASS RINGS
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OCTOBER 5, 1977 - SOUTHRIDGE is VANDALIZED by SOUTHWEST
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OCTOBER 7, 1977 - FALL FROLICS
UP for SPIRIT WEEK
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OCTOBER 28, 1977 - FACULTY WACKY DRESS
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NOVEMBER 2-4, 1977 - THESPIANS
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NOVEMBER 14-18, 1977 - SPIRIT WEEK
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DECEMBER 1-3, 1977 - THESPIAN
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DECEMBER 15, 1977 - ANNUAL WINTER CONCERT
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DECEMBER 19, 1977 - THE WINTER DANCE
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DECEMBER 19, 1977 - THE WINTER DANCE
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DECEMBER 19, 1977 - THE WINTER DANCE COURT
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THE WINTER DANCE - COURT QUEEN & PRINCESSES
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JANUARY 2, 1978 - BAND / ORANGE BOWL GAME
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JANUARY 21, 1978 - ARBORDAY
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FEBRUARY 1978 - VALENTINE’S DAY

133



MARCH 29-31, 1978 - ARSENIC and OLD LACE
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ATHLETICS - 1977-1978
VARSITYFOOTBALL TEAM
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1977-1978 MAJORETTES and SPARTANETTES
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1977-1978 CHEERLEADERS and SWEETHEARTS
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1977-1978 CHORUS
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1977-1978 BAND
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1977-1978 ORCHESTRA
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ENTHUSIASM, BUTTONS, and RIBBONS
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MAY 11-13, 1978 - SOUTHRIDGE CHORUS STATE CONTEST
LAKELAND, FLORIDA
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1978 - PROM
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1978 SILVER KNIGHT NOMINEES
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1978 SILVER KNIGHT NOMINEES
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MAY 31, 1978 - SPARTAN HALL of FAME
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MAY 31, 1978 - SPARTAN HALL of FAME
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MAY 1978 - SPRING FESTIVALS - GRAD NIGHT
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JUNE 1-2, 1978 - THESPIANS PERFORM “].B”
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INTERVIEW with Mr T.
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SUPERSTARS of ‘78
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TWO YEARS AGO
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JUNE 12, 1978 - GRADUATION REHEARSAL [Michael Alter)

On Monday, June 12, 1978, senior students were dismissed fromtheir sixth hour class
to participate in the first graduation rehearsal for the founding class. The practice walk
though was held in the gym. Members of the staff and the administration assisted with the
rehearsal. Below is the working list of seniors requested for release during the last period of

the day for that first practice walk through.

The First Annual Commencoement
= OF — 2

AMiami Soatérldgc Senior .7{@6 Setool

Miami Dade Community College - South Campus
Health Center
Wednesday Evening, June 14, 1978

Seating begins et 7:00 Graduation Ceremony at 8:00

Admit One No Cameras Please
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THE GRADUATION CEREMONY [Larry Kellogg]

The first graduation ceremony presented numerous logistic problems. To deal with these
issues Larry went to Killian, Palmetto and South Dade Sr. and spoke to each schools
respective activities director. Three major concerns were: 1) the facilities, 2) the scripted
order of events and 3) getting 700 to 900 students into their seats in a brief period of time.

Larry obtained flowers from Curbside Florist. They specifically sprayed the flowers
with silver, red and black.

The first annual graduation was held Wednesday, June 14, 1978 at Miami-Dade
Community College, South Campus’ gymnasium. A total of 627 students marched even
though 730 actually graduated. The ceremony started with the Pledge of Allegiance, and a
benediction, a speech by the two Valedictorians: Elizabeth Sanchez and Stephen Black.

Andy Massamino of Palmetto Senior developed the model that was adopted by the
Ridge. Students would enter the gymnasium from FOUR outside doors. Prior to their entry
students were lined up first with the National Honors society members followed by the
remainder of the class lined up alphabetically: INSIDE NORTH, OUTSIDE NORTH, INSIDE
SOUTH and OUTSIDE SOUTH.

Mel Baker and Cecil Warren established the tradition of what music would be
performed during the ceremony. Pomp and Circumstance was the opening music and the
closing was from “For All the Saints.” - a three verse hymn performed by the band, orchestra

and chorus Sine Nomine.
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Officials

SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS
President - Tamy Cline

Vice President - Ann Artmeier
Secretary - Jennifer Guy
Treasurer - Elizabeth Sanchez

STUDENT BODY GOVERNMENT OFFICERS

President - Christie Adams

Vice President - Tracy Higginbotham
Secretary - Danette Taylor

Treasurer - Jose McCray

CO-VALEDICTORIANS
Elizabeth Sanchez

Steve Black

THESCHOOL BOARD OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Mrs. Phyllis Miller, Chairman

Mrs. Ethel Beckham, Vice Chairman
Mr. G. Holmes Braddock

Mr. Robert Renick

Dr. Ben Sheppard

Mr. William Turner

Dr. Linton Tyler

Dr. J.L.Jones
Superintendent of Schools

Mr. Donald Burroughs, S. Area Superintendent
Dr. Ray Turner, South Area Director

SOUTHRIDGE ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Joseph T. Tekerman, Principal

Mr. Fred Rodgers, Assistant Principal
Mr. Thomas Moore, Assistant Principal
Mr. Andrew Donelli, Assistant Principal
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PART VII: Montage 1978-1979 - Year III
ACADEMICS, ACTIVITIES, ATHLETICS, AND...

REPORTING for OPENING of SCHOOL
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CLASS RING of the “CHARTER CLASS” 1979
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THE ODYSSEY - VOLUME III (1979)
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AUGUST 23, 1978 - CLASS of 1981 GATHERING
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QUINMESTERS OUT - SEMESTERS IN

“I'm hungry, let's go get
something to eat.” “l don't
feel like going to third period
today, that class is so boring."”
“Hey today is skip day, let's go
to the beach.”

It's quite evident that more
and more students are skip-
ping school than ever before.
Most of us do not understand
the consequences we will face
later. We seem to think that
one or two days won't matter,
but those one or two days add
up faster than we think. Be-
fore we know it we're placed in
C.S.1., suspended or expelled
for ten days.

One of the many reasons
why skipping is such a hassle

is that we're no longer on the
quinmester system. It used to
be that if a student was sus-
pended for skipping and ended
up failing the quin he could
make it up the following quin.

Since the 1978-1979 school
year Southridge has adopted
the semester system. This way
if a student fails a class he has
to make up an entire semester
and at the same time loses a
half a year of school credits. It
really isn't worth failing an en-
tire semester for a couple of
glorious days at the beach or
for a stuffed stomach.

There are students, how-
ever, who think differently.
One student expressed her
feelings in thisk

SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS 1978-1979
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SENIOR, JUNIOR, and SOPHMORE REPRESENTATIVES 1978-1979
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ATHLETICS
1978-1979 FOOTBALL TEAM
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ACTIVITIES and...
OCTOBER 18-20, 1978 - THESPIANS
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OCTOBER 31, 1978 - TEACHER DRESS UP DAY
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CHEERLEADERS
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MAJORETTES and SPARTANETTES
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NOVEMBER 1, 1978 - FALL FROLICS
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Sr. Class VP David Ginter and President Elisha Powell
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NOVEMBER 1, 1978 - HOMECOMING PARADE
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Giving Jennifer McGraw, Our 1st Homecoming Queen,

A Big Kiss is One of the Benefits of Being a Principal
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NOVEMBER 2, 1978 - FIRST HOMECOMING COURT
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NOVEMBER 2, 1978 - HOMECOMING VICTORY
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NOVEMBER 3, 1978 - HOMECOMING DANCE & COURT
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NOVEMBER 3, 1978 - HOMECOMING
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DECEMBER 4, 1978 - ROBERT MORGAN VOCATIONAL OPENS
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DECEMBER 14, 1978 - THIRD ANNUAL WINTER CONCERT
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JANUARY 1979 - SPARTAN BAND / ORANGE BOWL PARADE
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JANUARY 1979 - GRADUATES

232



FEBRUARY, 1979 THESPIANS - MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM
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1978-1979 BAND
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1978-1979 ORCHESTRA
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SPARTAN SILVER KNIGHT NOMINEES
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SPARTAN SILVER KNIGHT NOMINEES
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SPARTAN SILVER KNIGHT WINNER - ELISAH LEWIS
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MAY 14-16, 1979 - THESPIANS PLAY GODSPELL
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1979 - FASHION SHOW, GRAD NITE, and THE PROM
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ELISHA POWELL - THE SPARTAN SPIRIT AWARD
The Ridge’s Highest Honor
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MAY 18, 1979 - GRAD NITE

SPARTAN HALL of FAME
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SPARTAN HALL of FAME
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SPARTAN HALL of FAME
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JUNE 15, 1979 - SECOND ANNUAL GRADUATION
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CLASS 0f 1979 - GRADUATION SPECIAL MOMENT

Three years ago, Mr. T penned in the first student handbook the following words.
THE FIRST STUDENT HANDBOOK
To merely say WELCOME to Miami Southridge barely seems adequate, for it is with

great anticipation and pride that we have long awaited the beginning of this year.

Our staff and student body all come together from many different schools. Together
we must blend, incorporate, and join the positive aspects, reject the negative, and

develop a personality that is uniquely Southridge.

The first year at a new venture is always a difficult one because each situation
encountered is unique - a first. But with cooperation and teamwork....

TOGETHER WE WILL BUILD!!!
Joseph T. Tekerman, Principal

Almost three years later the second annual graduation was held at Miami-Dade
Community College. Perhaps, the most poignant moment during the ceremony was when
Elisha Powell, the President of the Senior Class presented Mr. T. with a plaque. According to
Jim Bedingfield “the plaque was a brainstorm of the class of ‘79 officers, to the best of my
recollection. We saw Mr. T as integral to shaping the school foundation, and of course
shaping where we’d go in life. Turned out, we were right in retrospect; he had an amazing
impact on us all.” Well, on that first day Mr. T both affirmed and challenged us: TOGETHER
WE WILL BUILD!!!

The plaque read:

“TOGETHER WE BUILT”
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Mr. T in a RELATIVELY EMPTY RIDGE HALLWAY
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